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Ponder the Beauty in this Time 
of Challenge
Justice-seeking is strengthened when we  
take time to explore the stillness at the center 
of our plans. 

Let’s Get Serious about Poverty
Congresswoman Barbara Lee presents a strong 
anti-poverty agenda for the new Congress. 

Voting Record of the 113th 
Congress, 2nd Session
See how your legislators voted on issues  
that mattered.  
 

We see great challenges accompanied by  
new opportunities.

We face the 114th Congress 
with some trepidation. 
The Republican-controlled 
House and Senate are going 
to present new challenges 
to us as we strive to meet 
the needs of those excluded 
from our economy.
 What we need to do 
though is to not be deterred 
by this challenge. Now 
more than ever, we need to 
step up and engage in the 
important and difficult work 
of democracy. 
 So with gratitude that 
we are not alone in this 
effort, let us build our 
connections, increase our 
advocacy, and be willing to 
have the hard conversations 
with those around us. It is a 
challenge to touch people’s 
hearts and minds, and it 
is also a challenge to let 
our hearts be touched by 
others. But the way forward 
is to do just that.
 Seek out people’s stories 
so we can have a broader 
view of the needs and 
challenges of our time. 
Wherever we are, we can 
learn from those around us. 
So let us be missionaries 
of democracy by having 
conversations with those 
around us. Together we 
can create a groundswell of 
ordinary people speaking 
up for the needs of our 
people. In a word ... let us 
continue to create a vibrant 
NETWORK! This is the 
antidote to trepidation.
 We are ready for the 
114th if we stand together. 
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Your participation in the  
NETWORK community matters!

Our ability to bring the Gospel call for justice and 
peace to Capitol Hill is only realized with your 
support, activism and prayers. Please make  

your special contribution today to underwrite  
our efforts to lift up the voices of the 100%.

To send a contribution, use the envelope  
in the middle of this magazine, or go to  

NETWORK’s secure online donation page  
(www.networklobby.org/donate) and set up  
a one-time, monthly or annual contribution.

Together, we can continue to make  
progress on issues that deeply affect  

our most vulnerable sisters and brothers  
to create a more perfect union!
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Ponder the Beauty in this Time of Challenge
By SiSter Simone CampBell

I sometimes feel that we are in this 
“endless cycle of idea and action.” We 
create yet another sign-on letter to 
go to Congress. We meet again with 
House and Senate staff. We hold an-
other press conference. We consider 
getting on yet another bus. We face 
the 114th Congress with partisan poli-
tics at the forefront of the news. Re-
publicans want to “test the president’s 
resolve” and Democrats want to “im-
pede the Republicans’ policies.” Tea 
Party members claim they want to be 
heard and have influence, but the ques-
tion remains for what. These political 
battles have become business as usual. 
In this dizzying cycle I have come to 
another thought.

Maybe we need to explore the still-
ness in the center of all of this planning 
and execution. I have a hunch that if we 
knew better the silence at the center of 
this whirling, then there might be less 
frenetic activity and more love at the 
heart of things. I know when I am cen-
tered I can act in a more strategic fash-
ion and with less of a frenetic quality.

This Congress is going to be a chal-
lenge for all of us. We will need to be 
focused and prepared. But most of 
all, I believe it will call us to a deeper 
place of love and engagement. We will 
need a regular practice of being silent 
and letting the Word work within us. 
Before each action I need to be sure 
that I am grounded in the love at the 
source of all creation. Let us make tak-
ing a deep breath our spiritual prac-
tice that can help keep us grounded in 
compassion.

I treasure the words of Jesus in Mat-
thew where he says, “Come to me all 
you who labor and are overburdened, 
and I will give you rest. Shoulder my 
yoke and learn from me, for I am gen-
tle and humble of heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.” 

Know that in the frustrations to 
come and the worry and concern for 
our nation and our world, we will be 
nourished and sustained if we stay 
centered in the promise of love and 
engagement for others. We need to 

keep this Word ever before our eyes 
in the hectic days to come.

And to that end, my envisioning 
this quarter is a vision of beauty and 
renewal…we need to be grounded in 
the still point in our turning world. 

Open your heart to the deep con-
templative mystery that we are one 
body. Let us breathe together the 
beauty of our world and the challenge 
to make our society inclusive of every-
one. Ponder the beauty on this page 
and know that The Word is alive and 
well in our midst. 

Trust that we are syllables of that 
Word and that our actions grounded 
in the word of Love will bear fruit in 
due season. And let us together go 
forth into this time of the 114th Con-
gress filled with the knowledge that 
we are carrying a yoke not ours. In 
that together, we will be refreshed. 

Sister Simone Campbell is NETWORK’s 
Executive Director and author of A Nun 
on the Bus: How All of Us Can Create 
Hope, Change, and Community.

The endless cycle of idea and action
Endless invention, endless experiment,
Brings knowledge of motion, but not of stillness;
Knowledge of speech, but not of silence;
Knowledge of words, and ignorance of The Word.

          —T.S. Eliot

People think pleasing God  
is all God cares about  
but any fool in the world  
can see [God is] always  
trying to please us back… 
always making little 
surprises and springing them 
on us when we least expect. 

—Alice Walker

The helix Nebula, a cloud of gas expelled aNd illumiNaTed by The dyiNg sTar aT iTs ceNTer. courTesy hubblesiTe.org Nasa.
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Let,s Get Serious about Poverty

By Congresswoman BarBara Lee

It is a fact and a tragedy that there are too 
many Americans struggling to make ends 
meet on far too little. 

According to the most recent Census 
Bureau data, there are more than 45 mil-
lion Americans facing the harsh reality of 
poverty, day in and day out. 

In the richest and most powerful 
country in the world, more than 45 mil-
lion living in poverty is unacceptable. 
It is past time that Congress get serious 
about eliminating poverty in America.

As chair of the Democratic Whip’s 
Task Force on Poverty, Income Inequal-
ity and Opportunity, I work with more 
than 100 of my congressional Demo-
cratic colleagues to develop and advance 
legislation to create well-paying job op-
portunities, address income inequal-
ity, and ensure a 21st century American 
workforce ready and able to compete in 
the modern global economy. 

While ending poverty is not part of 
the GOP agenda, the Task Force and its 
members will continue our work to truly 
end poverty for American families.

One piece of legislation that I have in-
troduced to address poverty is the Path-
ways Out of Poverty Act. 

Pathways Out of Poverty uses proven, 
evidence-based solutions to create jobs 
that will lift fami-
lies out of pov-
erty and into 
the middle class. 
It also expands 
programs and 
resources to keep families in the middle 
class and strengthen our social safety net 
for those in need of a bridge over trou-
bled water. I will be reintroducing this 
legislation in the 114th Congress. 

More than fifty years after President 
Lyndon B. Johnson declared war on 
American poverty, Congress needs to 
recommit to the proven programs such 
as those empowered and expanded by 
Pathways Out of Poverty. 

We know that these programs have 
lifted and will continue to lift American 
families out of poverty and prevent many 
American families from slipping into 
poverty. It is time we make the necessary 
investments to grow them.

We need a strategy, now
When President Johnson first launched 

his War on Poverty, he laid out a Great 
Society agenda—a full plan designed to 
tackle poverty in America head-on. 

Today, we have formalized a national 
strategy to address and end poverty.

My Half in Ten Act would establish 
a national, inter-agency task force com-
mitted to designing a national strategy to 
halve poverty in the next decade. I will 
also reintroduce this legislation in the 
114th Congress.

In real terms, The Half in Ten Act 
would create an actionable plan to lift 
more than 22 million Americans out of 
poverty over the next ten years. As a na-
tion, we should be setting this goal and 
actively working to achieve it. It is our 
shared moral and economic imperative.

In August of last year, dozens of my 
colleagues joined me in sending a let-
ter to President Obama asking him to 
establish such as task force because Re-
publican obstructionism has prevented a 
coordinated legislative effort to address 
poverty in America. 

In addition, my colleagues and I also 
asked the president to enact specific 
policy prescriptions that realize criminal 
justice reform, advance education and 

youth development initiatives, enhance 
housing and financial services, and tackle 
hunger and food insecurity. 

Enacting these policy solutions will 
go a long way to reducing poverty, espe-
cially in communities of color.

Poverty is far from color blind
Unfortunately, systemic and structural 

inequalities exist in all aspects of our soci-
ety. These inequalities result in drastically 
skewed poverty rates for people of color. 

The poverty rate amongst African 
Americans is 27.2%, more than two-and-
a-half times the poverty rate for white 
Americans. One in three African Ameri-
can children lives in poverty.

The rate of poverty among Latinos 
is 23.5 percent, more twice the rate of 
white Americans. The poverty rate for 
Asian Americans is nearly a full percent-
age point higher than their white coun-
terparts. 

As a proud member of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus (CBC) and the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Caucus 
(CAPAC), I work with my colleagues to 
advance policy solutions that end the cy-
cles that leave generations struggling to 
get by.

As a member of the Appropriations 
Committee, one of my priorities, along 
with my Democratic colleagues, is to 
protect the safety of and ensure re-
sources are prioritized for these com-
munities to end poverty. We need real 
targeted investments to address the un-
derlying causes of poverty. 

It
,
s time for real solutions
Like you, I know that we can end 

poverty in America. It is our moral re-
sponsibility to do so. It also makes eco-
nomic sense.

In addition to passing the Pathways 
Out of Poverty Act and the Half in Ten 
Act, Congress needs to make sure that 
workers are not being kept in poverty by 

low wages. Workers 
deserve fair pay for 
their work.

Since World War 
II, American workers 
have become the most 

productive in the world. However, wages 
have failed to keep up with productiv-
ity. Instead, CEO pay has skyrocketed 
while many average workers are living in 
poverty despite working full-time. This is 
also unacceptable.

Another piece of legislation that Con-
gress must pass is the Income Equity 
Act, which I will also be reintroducing. 
This bill would prevent companies from 
taking a tax break on excessive compensa-
tion for CEOs and other senior executives. 

If a company is paying some execu-
tives 25 times what it pays its lowest paid 
worker, it should not get a tax break and 
leave the American people subsidizing 
worker poverty. 

Yes, we need to raise the minimum wage, but we 
also need to reject the idea of a bare minimum 

wage and start talking about a living wage.
,,

,,
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This model of business is 
wrong!

Our country or our economy can no 
longer afford for low-wage workers to re-
main in poverty while the one percent 
reap the benefits of their hard work.

We need your help! 
We know that change is needed. We 

need your help to raise awareness and 
take action.

Individuals can raise awareness about 
the reality of poverty in America by tak-
ing the SNAP or Live The Wage Chal-
lenges. I have taken the SNAP Challenge 
several times, and it does not get any 
easier. During the challenge, you face the 
same obstacles of those living on supple-
ment food assistance—feeding yourself 
on a daily food budget of only $4.50. 

The SNAP Challenge is certainly dif-
ficult, but living the reality of depend-
ing on food assistance is far harder. I 
know because when I was a young single 
mother, I was on public assistance.

The Live The Wage Challenge is simi-
lar. Those taking the challenge have $77 
for one week to cover all non-housing 
costs. This includes food, medicine, gas, 
public transit and all the other day-to-day 
things that many of us take for granted. 

The Challenge is designed to raise 
awareness about the need to increase the 
minimum wage because $7.25 per hour 
is not enough. 

Yes, we need to raise the minimum 
wage, but we also need to reject the idea 
of a bare minimum wage and start talk-
ing about a living wage.

Together, these Challenges allow us 
the opportunity to live, in part, the chal-
lenges faced by those living on the edge 
or living in poverty. However, Challenge-
takers can always quit the Challenge. 
Those living in poverty cannot simply 
quit living in poverty—they need their 
government’s and community’s support 
to build ladders so they can move into 
the middle class.

Most importantly, we need Ameri-
cans to pick up the phone and call 
their Members of Congress and 
demand they take action to elimi-
nate poverty. The main line for the 
U.S. House of Representatives is 
202.225.3121.

Constituents can encourage their 
Members to join the Whip’s Task Force 
and they can ask them to co-sponsor the 
Pathways Out of Poverty Act and the 
Half in Ten Act. 

It often seems like one call does not 

really achieve anything, but these calls 
truly matter. Representatives need to 
hear from constituents demanding ac-
tion. If one takes this action, we can start 
down the long but worthwhile road of 
eliminating poverty in America.

Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA) was 
first elected to Congress in 1998. She has 
served as chair of the Whip’s Task Force on 
Poverty and Opportunity since 2013.
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Voting Record of the 113th Congress

Second Session
NETWORK gave mixed marks to the House and the Senate 
for their legislative performance in 2014. Unfortunately, as 
we studied the record of votes taken, NETWORK opposed 
more bills than we supported. The Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act was one bright light in legislation 
that passed both chambers and was signed by President 
Obama. Both chambers were also successful in passing the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant.

The Senate initiated legislation that was voted down or 
unable to move in the House, stopping action that could 
have helped the nation, particularly children, seniors, 
those unable to work full-time, those working at or below 
the minimum wage, and those who are undocumented. 
The Senate successfully passed legislation to reinstate 
long-term unemployment benefits as well as protect and 
assist Central American children seeking asylum. The Sen-
ate tried to improve the lives of workers by an increase in 
the minimum wage and supporting equal pay for women, 
but these efforts were unsuccessful. 

Both the House and the Senate passed legislation that 
will increase wealth inequality in the United States. Twice, 

both chambers approved tax breaks that most benefit cor-
porations and individuals with the greatest wealth. The 
“Cromnibus” provided for nearly limitless donor influence 
on elections, and further constrained the effectiveness of 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. NETWORK did 
not include the “Cromnibus” in the voting record due to its 
complex positive and negative impacts. 

We move into the 114th Congress with unfinished busi-
ness and less certainty that its votes will benefit the 100%. 
There are immediate plans to damage the Affordable Care 
Act, to demand the use of a misrepresentative metric of 
economic wellbeing called “dynamic scoring” when evalu-
ating bills, to unravel the president’s immigration execu-
tive action, and to move on a corporate tax overhaul. 

The work of NETWORK and our partners is daunting, 
and the help of spirit-filled justice-seekers like you (as al-
ways) is critical. Study the records of your returning legis-
lators, read about any new Members, and be ready to call, 
write and visit!

Sister Marge Clark, NETWORK Lobbyist

Senate Voting Record 2014

1. Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 
Vote #13 (H.R. 3547)

NETWORK supported this bill that funded the federal gov-
ernment for Fiscal Year 2014 and set spending limits for 
FY2015. This compromise allowed the government to func-
tion through September 30, 2014. It repealed portions of 
the sequestration, protected funding for many human needs 
programs, and retained parity between defense and non-
defense discretionary spending. 
 Passed 72–26, January 16, 2014

2. Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
Extension Act of 2014 (legislative vehicle is  

Protecting Volunteer Firefighters and Emergency 
Responders Act of 2014) 
Vote #101 (H.R. 3979) 
This bill extended long-term unemployment benefits for 
five months, retroactive to the start of 2014. NETWORK 
supported this bill because it provided financial assistance 
to American families struggling with unemployment. 
 Passed 59–38, April 7, 2014

3. Minimum Wage Fairness Act 
Vote #117 (S. 2223)

NETWORK strongly supported this bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to increase the federal mini-
mum wage to $10.10 over a two-year period. Further, it 
would increase the minimum for tipped employee, and tie 
annual increases to the Consumer Price Index. 
 Cloture was not invoked, disallowing further consideration  
 54–42, April 30, 2014

4. Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
Vote #214 (H.R. 803)

NETWORK supported this act, which replaced earlier ver-
sions. It required states to set policies and programs that 
support a comprehensive statewide workforce development 
system using labor market information. It revised the Job 
Corps to return to its original purpose of providing at-risk 
youth with intensive academic, career and technical educa-
tion, and service-learning opportunities. And it enhanced 
adult and family literacy education—focusing on services 
below the postsecondary level. 
 Passed 95–3, June 25, 2014

voting record
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voting record

5. Bring Jobs Home Act  
Vote #249 (S. 2569)

NETWORK supported this act since it brought our tax poli-
cies more in line with our national priorities, encouraged job 
growth and creation domestically, and ended tax breaks for 
corporations moving overseas. 
 Passed 54–42, July 30, 2014

6. Emergency Supplemental Appropriations  
Act, 2014  

Vote #252 (S. 2648) 
This bill provided funding to various departments to respond 
responsibly to the crisis of children at the border. NETWORK 
supported the bill as it sought to improve our nation’s capac-
ity to provide for the immediate needs of migrant children as 
well as protect their legal rights. 
 Failed 50–44, July 31, 2014

7. Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2015  
Vote #270 (H.J. Res. 124)

NETWORK supported this bill to provide temporary fund-
ing for the government in order to avoid a costly and inef-
ficient shutdown. 
 Passed 78–22, September 18, 2014 

8. Child Care and Development Block Grant  
Act of 2014  

Vote #276 (S. 1086)
NETWORK supported this bill that reauthorized the child 
care and development block grant (CCDBG) program 
through FY2020. It strengthened requirements that must be 
met by the state for protection of children, and was more 
inclusive of tribal organizations in the grants.
 Passed 88–1, November 17, 2014

9. Paycheck Fairness Act  
Vote # 262 (S.2199)  

NETWORK supported this bill, which would amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to create fundamental fairness 
for women and economic stability for families and children. 

Failed 52–40, September 15, 2014

Senate Changes during this Session
Max Baucus (D-MT): Resigned February 6, 2014
John Walsh (D-MT): Appointed February 9, 2014

Capitol Hill looking east, the U.S. Capitol staged for dome renovation. At left and clockwise: Russell Senate Office Building, Dirksen Senate Office Building, corner 
office building, Supreme Court, Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building, Library of Congress James Madison Memorial Building, Cannon House Office Building, 
Longworth House Office Building, Rayburn House Office Building. 
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113th CONGRESS 
SECOND SESSION

HOW THEY  
VOTED IN THE

SENATE

Key to votes:
Voted with NETWORK +

Voted against 
NETWORK –
Did not vote o

Inactive/not in office  l

voting record
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AlAbAmA         

Jeff Sessions (R)  – – – + – – – + – 22%
Richard Shelby (R) + – – + – – + + – 44%

AlAskA        

Mark Begich (D) + + + + – + – + + 78%
Lisa Murkowski (R) + + – + – – + o – 50%*

ArizonA

Jeff Flake (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%
John McCain (R) – – – + o – + + – 38%*

ArkAnsAs

John Boozman (R) + – o + – – + + – 50%*
Mark Pryor (D)  + + o + + + + + + 100%*

CAliforniA

Barbara Boxer (D) + + + + + + + o + 100%*
Dianne Feinstein (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

ColorAdo

Michael Bennet (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Mark Udall (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

ConneCtiCut

Richard Blumenthal (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Christopher Murphy (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%

delAwAre

Thomas Carper (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Chris Coons (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

floridA

Bill Nelson (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Marco Rubio (R) – – – + – – + o – 33%*

GeorGiA

Saxby Chambliss (R) o – – + – – + + o 43%*
Johnny Isakson (R) + – – + – – + + – 44%

HAwAii

Mazie Hirono (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Brian Schatz (D) + + + + o o + + + 100%*

idAHo

Michael Crapo (R)  – – – + – – – + – 22%
Jim Risch (R) – – – + – – – + – 22%

illinois

Richard Durbin (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Mark Kirk (R) + + – + – – + + – 56%

indiAnA

Dan Coats (R) + – – + – – + + – 44%
Joe Donnelly (D) + + + + + + + + o 100%*

iowA

Charles Grassley (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%
Tom Harkin (D) + + + + + o + + o 100%*

kAnsAs

Jerry Moran (R) + – – + – – – + o 38%*
Pat Roberts (R) – – – + o o – + o 33%*

kentuCky

Mitch McConnell (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%
Rand Paul (R) – – – + – – – + – 22%

louisiAnA

Mary Landrieu (D) + o + + + – + + + 88%*
David Vitter (R) + – – + – – + + – 44%

mAine

Susan Collins (R) + + – + + – + + – 67%
Angus King (IND) + + + + + + + + – 89%

mArylAnd

Benjamin Cardin (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Barbara Mikulski (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

mAssACHusetts

Edward Markey (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%
Elizabeth Warren (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%

miCHiGAn

Carl Levin (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Debbie Stabenow (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

minnesotA

Al Franken (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Amy Klobuchar (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

mississippi

Thad Cochran (R) + – o o o o + + – 60%*
Roger Wicker (R) + – o + – – + + – 50%*

missouri

Roy Blunt (R) + – – + – – + + o 50%*
Claire McCaskill (D) + o + + + + + + + 100%*

montAnA

Max Baucus (D) + l l l l l l l l 100%*
Jon Tester (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
John Walsh (D) l + + + + + + + + 100%*

nebrAskA

Deb Fischer (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%
Mike Johanns (R) – – – o – – + + – 25%*

nevAdA

Dean Heller (R) – + – + – – – + – 33%
Harry Reid (D) + + – + + + + + + 89%

new HAmpsHire

Kelly Ayotte (R) + + – + – – + + – 56%
Jeanne Shaheen (D) + + + + + + + o + 100%*

new Jersey

Cory Booker (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Robert Menendez (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

new mexiCo

Martin Heinrich (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Tom Udall (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

new york

Kirsten Gillibrand (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%
Charles Schumer (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

nortH CArolinA

Richard Burr (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%
Kay Hagan (D) + + + + + o + o + 100%*

nortH dAkotA

Heidi Heitkamp (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
John Hoeven (R) + – – + – – + o – 38%*

oHio

Sherrod Brown (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%
Rob Portman (R) – + – + – – + + – 44%

oklAHomA

Tom Coburn (R) o o – – – – – o – 0%*
James Inhofe (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%

oreGon

Jeff Merkley (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Ron Wyden (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

pennsylvAniA

Bob Casey (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Patrick Toomey (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%

rHode islAnd

Jack Reed (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Sheldon Whitehouse (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

soutH CArolinA

Lindsey Graham (R) + – – + – – + + – 44%
Tim Scott (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%

soutH dAkotA

Tim Johnson (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
John Thune (R) – – – + – – + o – 25%*

tennessee

Lamar Alexander (R) + – – + – o + + – 50%*
Bob Corker (R) – – + + – – + + – 44%

texAs

John Cornyn (R) – – – + – – + + – 33%
Ted Cruz (R) – – – + – – – + – 22%

utAH

Orrin Hatch (R) + – – + – – + + o 50%*
Mike Lee (R) – – – – – – – – – 0%

vermont

Patrick Leahy (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%
Bernard Sanders (IND) + + + + + + – o + 88%*

virGiniA

Tim Kaine (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%
Mark Warner (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

wAsHinGton

Maria Cantwell (D) + + + + + + + o + 100%*
Patty Murray (D) + + + + + + + o + 100%*

west virGiniA

Joe Manchin (D) + + + + + – – + + 78%
Jay Rockefeller (D) + + + + + + + + + 100%

wisConsin

Tammy Baldwin (D) + + + + + + – + + 89%
Ron Johnson (R) – – – – – – + + – 22%

wyominG

John Barrasso (R) – – – + – – – + o 25%*
Michael Enzi (R) – – – + – – – + – 22%

*Percentage with asterisk (*) signifies that legislator did not vote on all relevant bills.
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voting record

1.  Save American Workers Act of 2014  
 Vote #156 (H.R. 2575)     

NETWORK opposed this bill, which redefined a full-time 
workweek under the Affordable Care Act from 30 to 40 hours 
a week. This was an attempt to undermine the ACA and would 
have increased the number of uninsured Americans. 
 Passed 248–179, April 3, 2014

2. Baseline Reform Act 
Vote #168 (H.R.1871)

NETWORK opposed this bill since it promoted the use of “dy-
namic scoring,” which requires the CBO and OMB to assume 
that future project funding will remain frozen with no adjust-
ment for inflation and population growth. Removing these ad-
justments would severely understate future budget needs.
 Passed 230–185, April 8, 2014 

3. Establishing the budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2015 

Vote #177 (H. Con. Res. 96) 
NETWORK opposed the House Republican budget (“the Ryan 
budget”), which cut funding for vital safety-net programs while 
supporting tax breaks for the wealthiest. Rep. Paul Ryan’s 
(WI-1) budget proposal cut funding for Pell Grants, Medicaid, 
SNAP and the ACA.
 Passed 219–205, April 10, 2014

4. Transportation, Housing and Urban 
Development, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2015 • Vote #297 (H.R. 4745)
NETWORK opposed this bill, which failed to fully fund the 
Housing Choice Voucher Program and cut funding for public 
housing and other vital housing programs. 
 Passed 229–192, June 10, 2014

5. To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to permanently extend increased expensing 

limitations, and for other purposes 
Vote #309 (H.R. 4457)
NETWORK opposed this bill, which permanently extended 
tax breaks for businesses while refusing to do so for American 
families and individuals. It also decreased funding for nutrition 
programs that serve Americans suffering from food insecurity.  
  Passed 340–73, June 12, 2014

6. Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
Vote #378 (H.R. 803)

NETWORK supported this act, which replaced earlier versions. 
It required states to set policies and programs that support a 
statewide workforce development system, revised Job Corps to 
return to its original purpose of providing at-risk youth with 
education and service-learning opportunities, and enhanced 
adult and family literacy education. 
 Passed 415–6, July 9, 2014

7.  Student and Family Tax Simplification Act  
Vote #449 (H.R. 3393)   

NETWORK opposed this bill, which was written in a way that 
would negatively impact many low- and middle-income stu-
dents and families. It also attempted to change the Child Tax 
Credit, skewing assistance to higher earning families while 
reducing assistance for those with lower wages and removing 
improvements made in 2009. 
 Passed 227–187, July 24, 2014

8. Secure the Southwest Border Act  
Vote #478 (H.R. 5230) 

NETWORK opposed this bill, which provided supplemental 
funding for border control and the detention of unaccom-
panied children arriving from Central America. Although it 
included $22 million for more temporary immigration judges 
and $197 million for HHS to provide humanitarian assis-
tance and temporary housing for the children, it also pro-
vided $405 million for augmented border security and law 
enforcement through Homeland Security and $70 million to 
the National Guard to assist them in deploying across the 
U.S.-Mexico border.
 Passed 223–189, August 1, 2014

9. Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2015 
Vote #509, H.J. Res 124

See Description in Senate Listings, #6
 Passed 319–108, September 17, 2014

10. Preventing Executive Overreach  
on Immigration Act of 2014  

Vote #550 (H.R. 5759)
NETWORK opposed this bill, which was mainly a symbolic 
measure meant to prohibit President Obama from deferring 
or exempting from deportation undocumented immigrants 
and from treating them as if they had any sort of legal status. 
It dubbed the executive action “null and void and without 
legal effect.” 
 Passed 219–197, December 4, 2014

House Changes during this Session
Bradley Bryne (R-AL): Seated January 8, 2014
David Jolly (R-FL): Seated March 13, 2014
Melvin Watt (D-NC): Resigned January 6, 2014
Alma Adams (D-NC): Seated November 12, 2014 
Trey Radel (R-FL): Resigned January 27, 2014 
Curt Clawson (R-FL): Seated June 25, 2014
Rob Andrews (D-NJ): Resigned February 18, 2014
Donald Norcross (D-NJ): Seated November 12, 2014
Eric Cantor (R-VA): Resigned August 18, 2014
Dave Brat (R-VA): Seated November 12, 2014

House Voting Record 2014
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*Percentage with asterisk (*) signifies that legislator did not vote on all relevant bills.
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voting record

AlAbAmA
 1. Bradley Byrne (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Martha Roby (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Mike Rogers (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Robert Aderholt (R) – – – – – o – – + o 13%*
 5. Mo Brooks (R) – – – + o + – – + – 33%*
 6. Spencer Bachus (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Terri Sewell (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

 AlAskA  
 1. Don Young (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 ArizonA
 1. Ann Kirkpatrick (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 2. Ron Barber (D) – – + – – + + + + + 60%
 3. Raul Grijalva (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 4. Paul Gosar (R) – – – – – + – – – o 11%*
 5. Matt Salmon (R) o – – – – + – – – – 11%*
 6. David Schweikert (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 7. Ed Pastor (D) + + + – + + + + + + 90%
 8. Trent Franks (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 9. Kyrsten Sinema (D) – – + + – + + + + + 70%

 ArkAnsAs
 1. Rick Crawford (R) – – + – – + – – + o 33%*
 2. Tim Griffin (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Steve Womack (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Tom Cotton (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 CAliforniA
 1. Doug LaMalfa (R) – – – – o + – – + – 22%*
 2. Jared Huffman (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 3. John Garamendi (D) + + + + – + – o – + 67%*
 4. Tom McClintock (R) – – – + – + – – – – 20%
 5. Mike Thompson (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 6. Doris Matsui (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 7. Ami Bera (D) – + + + – + – + + + 70%
 8. Paul Cook (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 9. Jerry McNerney (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 10. Jeff Denham (R) – – – – – + – – + + 30%
 11. George Miller (D) + + o + + + + + – + 89%*
 12. Nancy Pelosi (D) + + + + + o + + + + 100%*
 13. Barbara Lee (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 14. Jackie Speier (D) + + + o + + + o – + 88%*
 15. Eric Swalwell (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 16. Jim Costa (D) – + + + + + + + + + 90%
 17. Michael Honda (D) + + + + + + o + + + 100%*
 18. Anna Eshoo (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 19. Zoe Lofgren (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 20. Sam Farr (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 21. David Valadao (R) – – – – – + – – + + 30%
 22. Devin Nunes (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 23. Kevin McCarthy (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 24. Lois Capps (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 25. Howard McKeon (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 26. Julia Brownley (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 27. Judy Chu (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 28. Adam Schiff (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 29. Tony Cardenas (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 30. Brad Sherman (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 31. Gary Miller (R) – o – o o + – o – o 20%*
 32. Grace Napolitano (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 33. Henry Waxman (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 34. Xavier Becerra (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 35. Gloria Negrete McLeod (D) + + + o – + + + + o 88%*
 36. Raul Ruiz (D) + + + + – + – o + + 78%*

 CAliforniA (Continued)
37. Karen Bass (D) + o + + + + o + + + 100%*
 38. Linda Sanchez (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*
 39. Ed Royce (R) – – – – – + o – + – 22%*
 40. Lucille Roybal-Allard (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 41. Mark Takano (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 42. Ken Calvert (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 43. Maxine Waters (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 44. Janice Hahn (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 45. John Campbell (R) – o – – + o o o + – 33%*
 46. Loretta Sanchez (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 47. Alan Lowenthal (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 48. Dana Rohrabacher (R) – – – + – + – – – – 20%
 49. Darrell Issa (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 50. Duncan Hunter (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 51. Juan Vargas (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 52. Scott Peters (D) – + + + – + – + + + 70%
 53. Susan Davis (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*

 ColorAdo
 1. Diana DeGette (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 2. Jared Polis (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 3. Scott Tipton (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Cory Gardner (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Doug Lamborn (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Mike Coffman (R) – – – – – + – – + + 30%
 7. Ed Perlmutter (D) + o o + – o – + + + 71%*

 ConneCtiCut
 1. John Larson (D) + + + + + + + + – o 89%*
 2. Joe Courtney (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 3. Rosa DeLauro (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 4. Jim Himes (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 5. Elizabeth Esty (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%

 delAwAre
 1. John Carney (D) + + + + + o + + + + 100%*

 floridA
 1. Jeff Miller (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Steve Southerland (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Ted Yoho (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 4. Ander Crenshaw (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Corrine Brown (D) + o + + + + + + + + 100%*
 6. Ron DeSantis (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 7. John Mica (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Bill Posey (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 9. Alan Grayson (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*
 10. Daniel Webster (R) – – – – o + + – + – 33%*
 11. Rich Nugent (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 12. Gus Bilirakis (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 13. David Jolly (R) – – + – – + – – + – 30%
 14. Kathy Castor (D) o + + + + + + + + + 100%*
 15. Dennis Ross (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 16. Vern Buchanan (R) – – – – o + – – + – 22%*
 17. Tom Rooney (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 18. Patrick Murphy (D) – – + + – + – + + + 60%
 19. Curt Clawson (R) l l l l l + + – – – 40%*
 20. Alcee Hastings (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 21. Ted Deutch (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 22. Lois Frankel (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 23. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 24. Frederica Wilson (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 25. Mario Diaz-Balart (R) – – – – – + – – + + 30%
 26. Joe Garcia (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 27. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R) – – – – – + – – + + 30%
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voting record

 GeorGiA
 1. Jack Kingston (R) – – + – – + o – + – 33%*
 2. Sanford Bishop (D) – + + + – + + + + + 80%
 3. Lynn Westmoreland (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 4. Hank Johnson (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 5. John Lewis (D) + o o o + + o + – + 83%*
 6. Tom Price (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Rob Woodall (R) – – – – – + + – + – 30%
 8. Austin Scott (R) – – + – – + – – – – 20%
 9. Doug Collins (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 10. Paul Broun (R) – – + + – – + + – – 40%
 11. Phil Gingrey (R) – – + – – + o – + – 33%*
 12. John Barrow (D) – – + – – + – + + – 40%
 13. David Scott (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 14. Tom Graves (R) – – – – – + + – + – 30%

 HAwAii
 1. Colleen Hanabusa (D) + + + + – o o o – + 71%*
 2. Tulsi Gabbard (D) + + + – – + + + – + 70%

 idAHo   
 1. Raul Labrador (R) – – – + – + + – – o 33%*
 2. Mike Simpson (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 illinois  
 1. Bobby Rush (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*
 2. Robin Kelly (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 3. Daniel Lipinski (D) – + + + + + + + + + 90%
 4. Luis Gutierrez (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 5. Mike Quigley (D) + + + + o + + + + + 100%*
 6. Peter Roskam (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Danny Davis (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 8. Tammy Duckworth (D) + + + – + + + + – o 78%*
 9. Jan Schakowsky (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 10. Brad Schneider (D) – + + + – + – + + + 70%
 11. Bill Foster (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 12. Bill Enyart (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 13. Rodney Davis (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 14. Randy Hultgren (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 15. John Shimkus (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 16. Adam Kinzinger (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 17. Cheri Bustos (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 18. Aaron Schock (R) – – – – – + – o + – 22%*

 indiAnA
 1. Peter Visclosky (D) + + + – + + + + + + 90%
 2. Jackie Walorski (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Marlin Stutzman (R) – – – – o + – – + + 33%*
 4. Todd Rokita (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Susan Brooks (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Luke Messer (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Andre Carson (D) + + o + + + + + + + 100%*
 8. Larry Bucshon (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 9. Todd Young (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 iowA     
 1. Bruce Braley (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 2. Dave Loebsack (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 3. Tom Latham (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Steve King (R) – – – – – + + – + o 33%*

 kAnsAs
 1. Tim Huelskamp (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 2. Lynn Jenkins (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Kevin Yoder (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Mike Pompeo (R) – – – – o + o – + – 25%*

 kentuCky
 1. Edward Whitfield (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Brett Guthrie (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. John Yarmuth (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 4. Thomas Massie (R) – – + + – – + + – – 40%
 5. Harold Rogers (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Andy Barr (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 louisiAnA
 1. Steve Scalise (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Cedric Richmond (D) + + + + + o + + + + 100%*
 3. Charles Boustany (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. John Fleming (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 5. Vance McAllister (R) – o o – – + – – + – 25%*
 6. Bill Cassidy (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 mAine    
 1. Chellie Pingree (D) + + + + – + + + – + 80%
 2. Michael Michaud (D) + + + + – + + + – + 80%

 mArylAnd
 1. Andy Harris (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 2. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D) + + + – – + + + + + 80%
 3. John Sarbanes (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 4. Donna Edwards (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 5. Steny Hoyer (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 6. John Delaney (D) – + + o – + + + + + 78%*
 7. Elijah Cummings (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 8. Chris Van Hollen (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

 mAssACHusetts
 1. Richard Neal (D) + o + + + + + + + + 100%*
 2. Jim McGovern (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 3. Niki Tsongas (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 4. Joseph Kennedy (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 5. Katherine Clark (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 6. John Tierney (D) + + + + + + – + – + 80%
 7. Michael Capuano (D) + + + + + + + + – o 89%*
 8. Stephen Lynch (D) o + + + + + + + + + 100%*
 9. William Keating (D) + o + + + + + + + + 100%*

 miCHiGAn
 1. Dan Benishek (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Bill Huizenga (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Justin Amash (R) – – – + – – + – – – 20%
 4. Dave Camp (R) – – – – – + – o + – 22%*
 5. Dan Kildee (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 6. Fred Upton (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Tim Walberg (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Mike Rogers (R) – – – – – + o – + – 22%*
 9. Sander Levin (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 10. Candice Miller (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 11. Kerry Bentivolio (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 12. John Dingell (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 13. John Conyers (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 14. Gary Peters (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%

 minnesotA
 1. Tim Walz (D) + + + – – + – + + + 70%
 2. John Kline (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Erik Paulsen (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Betty McCollum (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 5. Keith Ellison (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*
 6. Michele Bachmann (R) – – – – – + + – – o 22%*
 7. Collin Peterson (D) – – + – – + – + + – 40%
 8. Rick Nolan (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
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voting record

 mississippi
 1. Alan Nunnelee (R) – – – o o o o o o – 0%*
 2. Bennie Thompson (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 3. Gregg Harper (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Steven Palazzo (R) – – – – – + o – + – 22%*

 missouri
 1. William Lacy Clay (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 2. Ann Wagner (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Blaine Luetkemeyer (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Vicky Hartzler (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Emanuel Cleaver (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 6. Sam Graves (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Billy Long (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Jason Smith (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 montAnA
 1. Steve Daines (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 nebrAskA
 1. Jeff Fortenberry (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Lee Terry (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Adrian Smith (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 nevAdA
 1. Dina Titus (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 2. Mark Amodei (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Joe Heck (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Steven Horsford (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%

 new HAmpsHire
 1. Carol Shea-Porter (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%
 2. Ann Kuster (D) + + + + – + – + + + 80%

 new Jersey
 1. Donald Norcross (D) l l l l l l l l l + 100%*
 2. Frank LoBiondo (R) – – + – – + – – + – 30%
 3. Jon Runyan (R) – o o – – + – – + – 25%*
 4. Christopher Smith (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Scott Garrett (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 6. Frank Pallone (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 7. Leonard Lance (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Albio Sires (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 9. Bill Pascrell (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 10. Donald Payne (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 11. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 12. Rush Holt (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%

 new mexiCo
 1. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 2. Steve Pearce (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Ben Lujan (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

 new york
 1. Timothy Bishop (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 2. Peter King (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Steve Israel (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 4. Carolyn McCarthy (D) + + + + + o – + o o 86%*
 5. Gregory Meeks (D) + + + + – + + + + o 89%*
 6. Grace Meng (D) + + + + – + + + – + 80%
 7. Nydia Velazquez (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 8. Hakeem Jeffries (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 9. Yvette Clarke (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 10. Jerrold Nadler (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 11. Michael Grimm (R) – – – – – o – – + – 11%*
 12. Carolyn Maloney (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 13. Charles Rangel (D) + + + + o + + + – + 89%*
 14. Joseph Crowley (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 15. Jose Serrano (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%

 new york (Continued)
16. Eliot Engel (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 17. Nita Lowey (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 18. Sean Maloney (D) + + + + – + – + – + 70%
 19. Chris Gibson (R) – – + + – + – – – – 30%
 20. Paul Tonko (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 21. Bill Owens (D) + + + – + + – + + + 80%
 22. Richard Hanna (R) – o – – – + – – + – 22%*
 23. Tom Reed (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 24. Dan Maffei (D) + + + + – + – + – + 70%
 25. Louise Slaughter (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 26. Brian Higgins (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 27. Chris Collins (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 nortH CArolinA
 1. G.K. Butterfield (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 2. Renee Ellmers (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Walter Jones (R) – – + + + – + + – – 50%
 4. David Price (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 5. Virginia Foxx (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Howard Coble (R) – – – – o + – – + o 25%*
 7. Mike McIntyre (D) – – + – – + – + + – 40%
 8. Richard Hudson (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 9. Robert Pittenger (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 10. Patrick McHenry (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 11. Mark Meadows (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 12. Alma Adams (D) l l l l l l l l l + 100%*
 13. George Holding (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 nortH dAkotA
 1. Kevin Cramer (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 oHio
 1. Steve Chabot (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 2. Brad Wenstrup (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Joyce Beatty (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 4. Jim Jordan (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 5. Bob Latta (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Bill Johnson (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Bob Gibbs (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. John Boehner (R) o o – o o o o o o o 0%*
 9. Marcy Kaptur (D) + + + + o + + + + + 100%*
 10. Michael Turner (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 11. Marcia Fudge (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 12. Pat Tiberi (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 13. Tim Ryan (D) + + + + o + + + + + 100%*
 14. David Joyce (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 15. Steve Stivers (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 16. James Renacci (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 oklAHomA
 1. Jim Bridenstine (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 2. Markwayne Mullin (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Frank Lucas (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Tom Cole (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. James Lankford (R) o – – – – + – – + – 22%*

 oreGon
 1. Suzanne Bonamici (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 2. Greg Walden (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Earl Blumenauer (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*
 4. Peter DeFazio (D) + + + + + + – + – + 80%
 5. Kurt Schrader (D) – + + + – + + + – + 70%

 pennsylvAniA
 1. Robert Brady (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 2. Chaka Fattah (D) + + + + + + + o + + 100%*
 3. Mike Kelly (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
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voting record

pennsylvAniA (Continued)
 4. Scott Perry (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 5. Glenn Thompson (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Jim Gerlach (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Patrick Meehan (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Michael Fitzpatrick (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 9. Bill Shuster (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 10. Tom Marino (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 11. Lou Barletta (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 12. Keith Rothfus (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 13. Allyson Schwartz (D) + o o + + + + + + + 100%*
 14. Mike Doyle (D) + + + + + + + + + o 100%*
 15. Charlie Dent (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 16. Joe Pitts (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 17. Matt Cartwright (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 18. Tim Murphy (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 rHode islAnd
 1. David Cicilline (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 2. Jim Langevin (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%

 soutH CArolinA
 1. Mark Sanford (R) – – – + – + + – – – 30%
 2. Joe Wilson (R) – – – o – + – – + – 22%*
 3. Jeff Duncan (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 4. Trey Gowdy (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 5. Mick Mulvaney (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 6. James Clyburn (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 7. Tom Rice (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 soutH dAkotA
 1. Kristi Noem (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

 tennessee
 1. Phil Roe (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. John Duncan (R) – – – – – – – – – – 0%
 3. Chuck Fleischmann (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Scott DesJarlais (R) – – – – – + o o o – 14%*
 5. Jim Cooper (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 6. Diane Black (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Marsha Blackburn (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 8. Stephen Fincher (R) – o – – – + – + – – 22%*
 9. Steve Cohen (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

 texAs    
 1. Louie Gohmert (R) – – – – – + + – – + 30%
 2. Ted Poe (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 3. Sam Johnson (R) – – – – o + – – – – 11%*
 4. Ralph Hall (R) – – + o – + – – + o 38%*
 5. Jeb Hensarling (R) – – – – – + + – + – 30%
 6. Joe Barton (R) – – – – – + – – o – 11%*
 7. John Culberson (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Kevin Brady (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 9. Al Green (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 10. Michael McCaul (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 11. K. Michael Conaway (R) – – – – – + + – + – 30%
 12. Kay Granger (R) – – – – o + – – + – 22%*
 13. Mac Thornberry (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 14. Randy Weber (R) – – – – – + + – – – 20%
 15. Ruben Hinojosa (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 16. Beto O’Rourke (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 17. Bill Flores (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 18. Sheila Jackson Lee (D) + + o + + + o + + + 100%*
 19. Randy Neugebauer (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 20. Joaquin Castro (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 21. Lamar Smith (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 22. Pete Olson (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%

texAs (Continued)
23. Pete Gallego (D) – + + – – + – + + + 60%
 24. Kenny Marchant (R) – – – – – + o – – – 11%*
 25. Roger Williams (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 26. Michael Burgess (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 27. Blake Farenthold (R) – – – – – + + – + – 30%
 28. Henry Cuellar (D) – + + + – + + – + + 70%
 29. Gene Green (D) + + + – + + + o + + 89%*
 30. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D) + + + + + o + + + o 100%*
 31. John Carter (R) – o – – – + – – + – 22%*
 32. Pete Sessions (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 33. Marc Veasey (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 34. Filemon Vela (D) + + + – – + + + + + 80%
 35. Lloyd Doggett (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 36. Steve Stockman (R) – o – – – – + – – – 11%*

 utAH     
 1. Rob Bishop (R) – – – – – + o – + o 25%*
 2. Chris Stewart (R) – o – – – + – – + – 22%*
 3. Jason Chaffetz (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Jim Matheson (D) – – + + – + – + – + 50%

 vermont
 1. Peter Welch (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%

 virGiniA
 1. Rob Wittman (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 2. Scott Rigell (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 3. Robert Scott (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 4. J. Randy Forbes (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Robert Hurt (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%
 6. Robert Goodlatte (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Eric Cantor (R) – – – o – + – o l l 17%*
 7. Dave Brat (R) l l l l l l l l l – 0%*
 8. James Moran (D) + + + o + + + + + + 100%*
 9. Morgan Griffith (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 10. Frank Wolf (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 11. Gerald Connolly (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%

 wAsHinGton
 1. Suzan DelBene (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 2. Rick Larsen (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 3. Jaime Herrera Beutler (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 4. Doc Hastings (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 5. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 6. Derek Kilmer (D) + + + + – + + + + + 90%
 7. Jim McDermott (D) + + + + + + + o – + 89%*
 8. Dave Reichert (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 9. Adam Smith (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 10. Denny Heck (D) + + + + + + o + + + 100%*

 west virGiniA
 1. David McKinley (R) – – + – – + – – + – 30%
 2. Shelley Capito (R) – – – – – + o – + – 22%*
 3. Nick Rahall (D) – + + + – + – + + + 70%

 wisConsin
 1. Paul Ryan (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 2. Mark Pocan (D) + + + + + + + + – + 90%
 3. Ron Kind (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 4. Gwen Moore (D) + + + + + + + + + + 100%
 5. Jim Sensenbrenner (R) – – – + – + – – – – 20%
 6. Tom Petri (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 7. Sean Duffy (R) – – – – – + – – + – 20%
 8. Reid Ribble (R) – – – – – + – – – – 10%

 wyominG
 1. Cynthia Lummis (R) – – – + – + – – – – 20%
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NETWORK’s Legislative Agenda  
for the 114th Congress

Each new Congress presents fresh challenges and opportuni-
ties, and the 114th Congress is no exception. Newly elected 
majorities will challenge NETWORK’s justice priorities while 
strong national demands for fairness and a functional legisla-
tive process should move us in the right direction. 

New congressional priorities may influence our day-to-day 
work, but never our goals or principles. Since our founding al-
most 45 years ago, we at NETWORK have focused our advocacy 
work on legislation that will benefit the 100% instead of just the 
rich and powerful. In accordance with the Catholic social justice 
tradition, we act to create a society that promotes justice and the 
dignity of all in the shared abundance of God’s creation. 

Like Pope Francis, we also seek to bring people together 
and to end inequality. As he wrote: “… today we also have to 
say ‘thou shalt not’ to an economy of exclusion and inequality. 
Such an economy kills.” (11/24/13, no. 53)

Today, we know that our nation must:
•	Strengthen	the	safety	net	while	changing	structures	that	

cause poverty
•	Craft	a	faithful	budget	that	benefits	the	100%
•	Secure	healthcare	for	all
•	Protect	and	expand	policies	that	support	immigrants

•	Promote	nonviolent	solutions	to	conflict
•	Encourage	a	just	U.S.	trade	policy
•	Ensure	the	inclusion	of	the	100%	in	our	democracy	

and our society
As the 114th Congress begins its work, NETWORK lobby-

ists are actively engaged on Capitol Hill, meeting new legis-
lators and cementing relationships with returning Members 
and congressional staff. Meanwhile, thousands of our mem-
bers are educating us and Congress about what is happening 
in their communities and what needs to change. We help 
amplify their voices, and they strengthen ours.  

This year, we will focus on two key areas: 
•	Policies	that	support the families of our nation. The 

U.S. must invest in families to provide them with the 
tools they need to succeed. At a time of unparalleled 
inequality in our nation, NETWORK will pursue poli-
cies designed to lift all families up from the economic 
margins in keeping with our founders’ vision of form-
ing “a more perfect union.”

•	Promotion	 of	 the politics of hope over fear. We 
need peaceful resolutions of conflict in the United 
States and abroad, healing wounds caused by mistrust 

NETWORK agenda 
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and violence. We oppose militarization of our cities, 
our borders and our world. We will advocate for poli-
cies that build community, foster dialogue, and lead to 
greater understanding and respect for the civil rights of 
all people.

Specific Legislative Proposals
More specifically, our advocacy work will encompass 

these major policy areas:

Tax Policy 
 General tax reform: Raise revenue to invest in infrastruc-

ture, thereby enhancing jobs for U.S. workers. Promote 
family stability through a permanent, expanded Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC) and a permanent, refundable 
Child Tax Credit.

 Corporate tax reform: Ensure that corporations pay 
their fair share of taxes. Include a corporate minimum tax 
and close distorting loopholes in the tax code. Pass a fi-
nancial transaction tax to generate revenue for investment 
in small businesses and human needs.

Budget
 Defense spending: Maintain a “firewall” between defense 

and nondefense spending to ensure that any increase in 
defense spending cannot be offset by cuts to nondefense 
programs.

 Sequestration: Eliminate sequestration with a “reason-
able revenue for responsible programs” Faithful Budget 
approach.

Appropriations
 Responsible programs: Strengthen social safety-net 

programs that support working families living in or near 
poverty.
•	Entitlement	programs:	Strengthen Social Security, SNAP 

(formerly known as food stamps), Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families (TANF), Medicare, Medicaid, 
and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 

•	Priority	Discretionary	Programs:	Increase Women, In-
fants and Children (WIC) nutrition funding levels with 
health standards determined by the health science 
community. Increase number of—and funding for—
housing vouchers and of low-income to extremely low-
income units available and accessible.

 Cut military spending: Require an audit from the Pen-
tagon and decrease spending on wasteful military pro-
grams, including The Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation (WHINSEC), formerly known as the 
School of the Americas (SOA), Department of Defense Ex-
cess Property Program, and Nuclear Weapons Moderniza-
tion. Move toward responsible elimination of the Overseas 
Contingency Operations funding, placing all expenditures 
within the base budget. 

Healthcare
 Affordable Care Act: Maintain and expand access to 

healthcare through the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Ensure 
all people have access to affordable, quality and compre-
hensive insurance in order to promote their economic sta-
bility and the health of their families.

 Medicaid expansion: Expand Medicaid across all states. 
Do not limit spending on health insurance for families 
struggling in poverty by imposing new per capita funding 
restrictions on beneficiaries. Safeguard states’ reception of 
federal funding for a fixed share of states’ total Medicaid 
costs to ensure continued coverage.

 Children’s Health Insurance Program: Reauthorize 
CHIP program at current levels to ensure that the eight mil-
lion children and pregnant women in families currently re-
ceiving insurance through the program maintain access to 
affordable, quality healthcare coverage.

Immigration Reform and Immigrant Rights
 Comprehensive immigration reform: Advocate for com-

prehensive immigration reform and protection of immi-
grant rights granted through executive action.

 Unaccompanied children: Advocate for funding for the 
Department of Health and Human Services and the De-
partment of Justice to address the needs of unaccompanied 
Central American child refugees.

 Root causes: Examine the root causes of migration from Cen-
tral America and ensure that special emphasis is placed on pro-
tecting and ensuring the human rights of women and children.

Economic Growth
 Minimum wage: Increase the minimum wage to a living 

wage, including raising tip-wages to 80% and linking to 
inflation.

 Public infrastructure projects: Promote public works for 
job creation and infrastructure repair.

 Family-friendly workplace policies: Promote workplace 
equity, including through paycheck fairness and family-
supportive legislation.

Trade Policy
 New approach to fast track: Promote a new approach 

that gives Congress the authority to choose countries for 
negotiation and set trade priorities to give a stronger voice 
to civil society regarding labor, health, safety and environ-
mental standards in return for the expedited approval of 
agreements.

 Transpacific Partnership (TPP) agreement: Remove 
investor-state provisions from the TPP agreement to protect 
public health, access to essential services, and environmen-
tal regulations. Fight to ensure that the Obama administra-
tion adheres to intellectual property standards, to which the 
Bush administration agreed, to protect developing coun-
tries’ access to medicine.
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An Open Letter to Our Members from the NETWORK  
and NETWORK Education Program Boards of Directors
January 2015

Dear Members, 

These past few years have been extraordinary for NETWORK. With increased 

exposure from the Apostolic Visitation, to Nuns on the Bus tours and countless public 

conversations, we have grown in ways we could have never imagined. These blessings 

have brought a new awareness to the boards of NETWORK and NEP.  As we’ve  reflected 

upon the journey that has brought us to today, we stand in awe of the faithful work of 

our foremothers  and all it took to prepare us to receive these gifts from the Holy Spirit  

in this time. 

Out of necessity, our predecessors were hands-on board members, working daily  

and spending countless hours to help our two sister organizations—the 501(c)(3) 

NETWORK Education Program, and the 501(c)(4) NETWORK, A National Catholic 

Social Justice Lobby—fulfill their singular mission. We are discovering we need to 

be less involved in the day-to-day activities of NETWORK and shift into traditional 

non-profit board management focused on governance and corporate responsibility. 

We recognize that new gifts and talents are needed to meet these needs at this time 

in NETWORK’s journey. We are working to make our organizations more efficient by 

building a smaller and sustainable board that meets the needs of both organizations 

while carefully following the laws that regulate non-profit organizations.

So as members, you’ll see a few changes as we discern how the boards can best help 

NETWORK fulfill its mission. We will not be holding elections this year as we look to 

streamline the boards, integrate board structures and roles, and look at the long-term 

needs of living the mission. While we won’t be electing new board members this year,  

we will stay connected with you, our members, sharing these new transitions and plans 

as we build toward the future of NETWORK. 

We appreciate your continued support and prayers as we work toward honoring  

the work of our foremothers and growing to where God is calling us. 

Sincerely,

Patricia Mullahy Fugere Anna Sandidge
Governance & Administration Chair Governance & Administration Chair
NETWORK Board NETWORK Education Program Board
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