
PAUL RYAN PRESENTS:

The same old, ineffective way...

...says the party that will nominate Donald Trump for president!

Here, here! NETWORK’s Nuns on the Bus agree! Pope Francis agrees!  
Catholic Social Justice agrees! Now about everything that follows...

Yup. Policies enacted since 1980 got us into this mess. Policies can get us out.

that work WELL,  
like Medicaid,  

SNAP and  
EITC for  
example!

EXCEPT that the majority of people experiencing poverty who can work do. 
check out the facts HERE 
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21 like SNAP, for  

example, which is funded  

by taxpayers and goes 

primarily to people who 

actually have jobs but 

 are not paid enough by  

their employers to  

feed themselves  

or their families

Our experience  
as Catholic sisters on the 
Hill for the last 45 years 
is that too many politicians 
measure success by how 
much spending they cut, 
not the damage those 

cuts do

Created by trickle-down economics,  
the exploitation of workers and politicians 
who supported those failed ideas

Which would require that they get 
paid enough to get out of poverty.

We’ll note that you and 
Pope Francis will have 
to agree to disagree  
on this. He very  
specifically told Congress “You are called to defend and preserve the 
dignity of your fellow citizens in the tireless and demanding pursuit 
of the common good, for this is the chief aim of all politics.”

Agreed! We  
need a tax system 
that requires 
the wealthiest 
corporations to pay 
their fair share and 
keeps them from 
hiding it in  
overseas tax  
shelters, for 
starters. 

Pope Francis!

So why does this plan attack people 
living in poverty, rather than poverty?

work that pays enough for people to live with dignity, with a single job, not two or 
three, with time off to care for their own health and their families.Paying them a living wage would do this, BOOM, one fell swoop

Isn’t that what a decent 
paycheck does? 

who are subsidizing corporations that refuse to pay a living wageIf you would like 
to meet some of 
them, Speaker 
Ryan, we invited 
you once again 
to join the Nuns 
on the Bus this 
summer...

(like paying people a living 
wage. are you noticing a 
pattern here?) 

By ensuring you have a decent paycheck...

Same old talking point about accountability...

Again with ‘the system,’ like it 
sprung out of nowhere

A decent paycheck!

As reviewed by Sister Simone Campbell SSS

SPEAKER RYAN, please make 
sure you see the last page 
analysis and your final grade...

http://www.epi.org/publication/poor-people-work-a-majority-of-poor-people-who-can-work-do/


SO MAYBE we are missing each other on the definition of A GOOD JOB? To me, a good job pays 

you enough to live on and provides basic decent benefits like paid sick leave and health insurance. 

Pope Francis has also said “together with a culture of work, there must be a culture of leisure 

as gratification. To put it another way: People who work must take time to relax, to be with their 

families, to enjoy themselves, read, listen to music, play a sport.”

...and we will provide the very 
basic supports you need to make 
it possible for you to work – 
affordable child care, time off to 
take care of your children

REFORM ...ending punitive measures and providing a real path 
to help struggling families get back on their feet

Are we banning the box here, Speaker 
Ryan? Giving the formerly incarcerated 

an opportunity to 
vote and to fully 
participate in our 
democracy?

Speaker Ryan, have you ever actually met anyone on rental assistance?? Again, join us on the bus. 
As Pope Francis says, “Ideas disconnected from realities give rise to ineffectual forms of idealism 

and nominalism, capable at most of classifying and refining but certainly not calling to action.”

The president has 
some good ideas 
here. This work 
is so important 
we should work 
together on it,  
not in party silos.

Are we giving 
these adults a 
way to care for 
their children 
when they are 
at work? Are we 
allowing them to 
stay on Medicaid 
so their kids can 
see a doctor if 
they go to work?

NOTHING NEW HERE

PRIVATE SECTOR

Last we checked, Mr. Speaker, YOU are part of Washington.

Code for block granting

Kind of like they did with  
expanding Medicaid...Oh wait.

The VAST majority NOT



Let’s see. So we condemn poor communities and hope some people will move out? How about improving those  
communities so everyone has safe homes, access to grocery stores, and reliable public transportation?

Red Flag! This usually means cut government jobs. 
The measure should be how it actually affects people living in poverty 
Speaker Ryan, you should use this measure to see how this plan would actually work! 

Like?

LIKE WHAT?

Are we back to the welfare queen trope here?  
Can we please let this horrible stereotype go?

So ministries are supposed to front the money and then  
WAIT for a Congress that can’t so much as pass a budget to pay them back?

Speaker Ryan, how about adding: ALL WORK HAS DIGNITY, and that dignity must be respected by  
PAYING ALL WORKERS A LIVING WAGE?!

Does this include sentencing reform?

We have to 
think beyond 
informing, we 
need programs 
that provide  
opportunities!

Catholic Social Teaching  

SHOULD have taught you that!

This is ironic. Your War on Poverty hearings only included testimony from ONE person experiencing 
poverty! If that’s your standard, there DEFINITELY needs to be more voices at the table. 



I sincerely hope this isn’t code for letting payday  
lending predators continue business as usual!!

Maybe like the new Labor Department rule that required financial experts  
giving clients retirement advice to act in the best interest of those clients?
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Speaker Ryan, this totally misses the mark. Catholic Sisters and all of 
NETWORK are thrilled that you recognize government has a role in promoting 
the common good and ensuring all humans can live in dignity. But Catholic 
Sisters and the members of NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice had 
hoped for more than recycled ideas that have been tried and failed. Instead 
of slapping a little duct tape over the torn fabric of our society, we had been 
hoping that you would offer ideas to truly mend the gaps. We must focus on 
the gaps between what people have and what they need (and deserve) to 
reach their full potential. To work for the common good, we must mend the 
currently widening income and opportunity gaps that keep us all from coming 
together as a community. 

A true anti-poverty agenda would include actions we can take right now – 
here’s 10 for starters, which if you had done your homework you would know. 
But it also addresses the real breadth of poverty in this country: There is 
poverty of hope – the sense in some communities that nothing will ever 
change; and there is poverty of health – a lack of opportunity to get 
basic care. There is poverty of time – a parent working two or three 
jobs who gets home to kiss the kids goodnight only after they’re asleep; and 
poverty of power – people robbed of their right to vote and their voice 
in the political process.  And of course, there is poverty of values – the 
belief that more money is the end goal at any cost, which allows us to condone 

paying workers less than they need to survive, let alone live, in our society. 

We had hoped for better.  
Sister Simone Campbell SSS

Here’s me at one of your  
War on Poverty hearings...

https://medium.com/@NETWORKLobby/10-things-speaker-ryan-could-do-to-address-poverty-right-now-635dbd7a214a#.cu2oausxz

