
 

 

NETWORK educates, organizes, and lobbies for social and economic transformation. We are rooted in Catholic 
Social Justice and open to all who share our passion. We value women’s leadership, welcome secular and 

religious backgrounds, affirm LGBTQ+ identities, and engage in ongoing racial justice work. 
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The Honorable Pat Toomey                             
U.S. Senate                                         
455 Senate Office Building                                     
Washington, D.C. 20510                               

Dec. 13, 2022 

Dear Senator Toomey, 

As people of faith, we share a common call to work for an end to hunger and poverty. All 
of our sacred texts inform our passion for mercy and justice. In the Christian 
tradition, Jesus calls the faithful to prioritize the needs of the "least of these" and to be 
moved by compassion and love to meet the needs of one’s neighbor. In the Jewish 
tradition, we are called to support neighbors in need, “And if your neighbor becomes poor 
and his means fail him with you, then you shall strengthen him, be he a stranger or a 
settler, he shall live with you” (Leviticus 25:35). In the Surah Baqarah, verse 215, Allah 
says, “They ask you as to what they should spend. Say: “Whatever good you spend should 
be for parents, kinsmen, orphans, the needy and the wayfarer; and whatever good you do, 
Allah is all-aware of it.” Our collective faith traditions call upon us to prioritize the most 
vulnerable amongst us.  

We believe it is a moral imperative to end child poverty, which is a stain on the soul of 
our nation.  Today, we write to request the inclusion of an expanded,  fully refundable, 
monthly  Child Tax Credit (CTC) in any end of the year tax extender package.  This 
program has a proven, transformative impact on the lives of children and families, and 
justice demands its inclusion. 

As people of faith we are committed to the welfare of all children. In 2021, the expanded 
Child Tax Credit reduced child poverty to a record low. When Congress allowed the 
expanded credit to expire, nearly 4 million children were pushed back into poverty. 
Additionally, nationwide, there are 19 million children who are not receiving the full CTC 
because their families do not earn enough money [1]. This is a profound moral failure.    

Under current law, too many of Pennsylvania's children in families with the lowest 
incomes receive no CTC or receive a smaller credit than children in families with higher 
incomes. In our state, there are 627,000 children under the age of 17 whose families are 
excluded from the full CTC [2]. Expanding the CTC so that it reaches more of those 
families ensures that Pennsylvania's children, regardless of the color of their skin and 
their zip code, not only have their basic needs met, but live healthier, longer, and more 
productive lives.  
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Our nation's historically high child poverty rate is a policy choice. Recent US Census data 
reveals a fundamental truth: Congress has the power to make a different choice, to put 
families first with a proven-effective strategy to reduce child poverty and boost incomes 
for people who aren't paid enough to make ends meet, by expanding the CTC.   

We hope that you will help lead the effort to reach a bipartisan agreement to expand the 
CTC.  

 [1] https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-
child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million 

[2] https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-
child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million 

Sincerely,  

Ms. Joan Aspan 
Havertown 
St. Mary Magdalen 
Parish 
 
Sr. Francis Christi Beck 
Flourtown 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
 
Mrs. Antoinette Betz 
Bryn Mawr 
Our Mother of Good 
Counsel Parish 
 
Sr. Margaret Anne 
Birtwistle 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Dolores Boginsky 
Lansdale 
 
Dr. Patricia Bonner 
Lansdale 
 
 
 

Mrs. Virginia Booth 
Kempton 
St Mary's Catholic 
Church, Kutztown 
 
Dr. Margaret Boyce 
Furey 
Wayne 
St. Isaac Jogues Parish 
 
Sr. Anna Boyer 
Flourtown 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Sr. Kathleen Boyle 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
 
Sr. Barbara Brigham 
Philadelphia 
Medical Mission Sisters 
 
Mr. Porter Bush 
Elkins Park 
Saint Vincent de Paul of 
Germantown 

Sr. Regina Byrne 
Lafayette Hill 
Sister of St. Joseph 
 
Sr. Cecelia J Cavanaugh 
Newtown Square 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Theresa Chato 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
 
Sr. Donna Cicalese 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Mrs. Kathleen Cleaver 
Audubon 
Associate in Mission of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Dr. Kathleen Cole 
Carlilse 
St. Patrick's Catholic 
Church 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1JXHA1eAP4w5p7hmw-LS8gx6AlKyYMj4RbUvPrpBlArc/edit#_ftnref1
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/year-end-tax-policy-priority-expand-the-child-tax-credit-for-the-19-million
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Sr. Jeannette Daily 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Colleen Dauerbach 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Karen Davis 
Bedford 
St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, New 
Baltimore 
 
Sr. Therese Destefano 
Flourtown 
Sister of St. Joseph 
 
Ms. Georgina Dietz 
Philadelphia 
Oxford Circle Mennonite 
Church 
 
Mrs. Kathleen Dilg 
Philadelphia 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
 
Mrs. Geraldine DiLisi 
Lansdale 
Corpus Christi Church 
 
Mrs. Mary Cyrilla Dillon 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Mary DiVito 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Margaret Doherty 
Bryn Mawr 
 

Sr. Karen Doyle 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Dr. Kathleen Duffy 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Victoria Fanino 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Mary Farrell 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Catherine Fasy 
Philadelphia 
Associate of the Grey 
Nuns of the Sacred Heart 
 
Mr. Robert 
Fenstermaker 
Covington Twp 
 
Sr. Barbara Ferraiolo 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Mrs. Barbara Ford 
Doylestown 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Catholic Church 
 
 
 
 

Dr. William Ford 
Doylestown 
Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Church 
 
Sr. Constance Gardner 
Flourtown 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Sr. Mary Gentilini 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Maryann Golonka 
Villa Maria 
Sisters of the Humility of 
Mary 
 
Sr. Geraldine Grandpre 
Baden 
Sisters of St Joseph of 
Baden 
 
Mr. John Groch 
West Chester 
St. Francis in the Fields 
Catholic Church 
 
Mrs. Jackie Groetsch 
Willow Grove 
Calvary Chapel of 
Philadelphia 
 
Dr. Eleanor Hanna 
Hummelstown 
 
Mrs. Siobhan Hayes 
Lafayette Hill 
St Philip Neri Catholic 
Church 
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Ms. Sue Heilman 
Lancaster 
St John's Episcopal 
Church 
 
Sr. Faith Hepp 
Baden 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Baden 
 
Dr. Pamela Jensen 
Wayne 
Wayne Presbyterian 
Church 
 
Mrs. Ann Marie Judson 
Harrisburg 
Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick 
 
Ms. Joan Kane Judice 
Broomall 
St. Laurence Parish 
 
Mr. Kevin Katic 
Perryopolis 
Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church 
 
Sr. Catherine Kelly 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Patricia Kelly 
Richboro 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
Br. Robert Kinzler 
Philadelphia 
La Salle University 
 
 

Mr. Matt Kirsch 
Royersford 
St. Joseph Parish, Spring 
City 
 
Mrs. Mina Koller 
Philadelphia 
Our Lady of Hope 
Catholic Church 
 
Sr. Christine Konopelski 
Philadelphia 
Sister of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Julia Lanigan 
Philadelphia 
Grey Nuns of the Sacred 
Heart 
 
Sr. Barbara Lenarcic 
Villa Maria 
Sisters of the Humility of 
Mary 
 
Sr. A. Claire Lesher 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Laura Lewis 
Erie 
 
Sr. Dominica Lo Bianco 
Aston 
Sisters of St. Francis of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Patricia Loughrey 
Hanover 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 

Sr. Kathleen Mackerer 
Flourtown 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Dr. Rhonda Mandel 
Philadelphia 
National Council of 
Jewish Women 
 
Mr. Eugene Mariani 
Pittsburgh 
Congregation Beth 
Shalom 
 
Sr. Rosanne McCabe 
Philadelphia 
Sister of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Regina McCalla 
Flourtown 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Mr. Dave McCarraher 
Norristown 
St Thomas of Villanova 
Parish 
 
Sr. Catherine McConnell 
Flourtown 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Mrs. Aileen McGovern 
Narberth 
St. Malachy Catholic 
Church Philadelphia 
 
 
Sr. Mary Ellen McKenna 
Merion 
Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas 
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Ms. Mary McKenna 
Philadelphia 
Holy Cross Catholic 
Church 
 
Sr. Margaret Mary 
McLaughlin 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Mary McMahon 
Philadelphia 
Grey Nuns of the Sacred 
Heart 
 
Sr. Betty McVeigh 
Flourtown 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Patricia Mensing 
Newtown Square 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Blessy Methikalam 
Abington 
St. Thomas More Parish 
 
Sr. Mary Minogue 
Bryn Mawr 
Our Mother of Good 
Counsel Parish 
 
Sr. Sandy Molnar 
Lafayette Hill 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
 
Mr. Brian Moore 
Philadelphia 

 
Sr. Jeanne Morgan 
Philadelphia 
Our  Mother of 
Consolation Catholic 
Church 
 
Mrs. Charlotte Mulvihill 
Gwynedd 
St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Church 
 
Sr. Antoinette Munafo 
Flourtown 
 
Mrs. Mary Nelson 
Erie 
Our Lady of Peace 
Roman Catholic Church 
 
Sr. Patricia O’Donnell 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Marie O'Brien 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Ms. Sheila Oliver 
Philadelphia 
 
Mr. Steve Olshevski 
Bethlehem 
Radnor Meeting 
 
Sr. Rosanne Orchon 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 

 
Sr. Michael Ann Orlik 
Danville 
Sisters of Saints Cyril 
and Methodius 
 
Sr. Monica Osaben 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia 
 
Sr. Veronice Plewinski 
Reading 
Bernardine Franciscan 
Sister 
 
Sr. Kari Pohl 
Aliquippa 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Baden 
 
Ms. Suzanne Polen 
Pittsburgh 
St. Mary Magdalan 
Parish 
 
Dr. Peggy Rosario 
Lancaster 
Gwynedd Mercy 
University 
Dr. Margarita Rose 
Kingston 
St. Ignatius Loyola 
 
Ms. Bernadette Rudolph 
Horsham 
Cranaleith Spiritual 
Center 
 
Sr. Gerry Sadowy 
Flourtown 
Mt. St. Joseph Academy 
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Sr. Anna Saltzman 
Merion 
Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas 
 
Ms. Jane Seaberg 
Doylestown 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
 
Pastor Timothy Seitz-
Brown 
Landisville 
Zion Lutheran Church 
 
Sr. Jane Small 
Hanover 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Mrs. Joyce Small 
Wynnewood 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
 
Mr. Vince Small 
Wynnewood 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
 
Mr. Jim Stasheff 
Lansdale 
St. Stanislaus Catholic 
Church 

Sr. Jackie Staub 
Hanover 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Sr. Judith Stefencavage 
Bensalem 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
Rev. Sandra Strauss 
Harrisburg 
Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches 
 
Dr. Betty Surbeck 
Wayne 
Wayne Presbyterian 
Church 
 
Ms. Maureen Tate 
Philadelphia 
St. Francis de Sales 
Church 
 
Dr. Susan Tobia 
Philadelphia 
Holy Cross Parish, Mt. 
Airy 
 
 
 

Ms. Patricia Topper 
Charlotte 
St Patrick's School 
 
Sr. Dr. Mary Trainer 
Philadelphia 
Sisters of Mercy - 
Cranaleith 
 
Sr. Ceal Warner 
Quakertown 
Dominican Sisters of 
Peace 
 
Ms. Elaine Weibel 
Mechanicsburg 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
 
Sr. Eileen White 
Philadelphia 
Grey Nuns of the Sacred 
Heart 
 
Sr. Carolyn Winschel 
Allison Park 
Sisters of Divine 
Providence 
 
Mr. Michael Zuckerman 
Trenton 

 
 

 

 
 
 


