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EADY FOR 2024

A Year of Consequential Choices
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Show Up and Choose Solidarity

2024 Brings This Ultimate Choice

n New Year’s Eve of 1929, only two months [ '
after the stock market crash had plunged the JoanF. Neal

world into the turmoil of the Great Depres-
sion, the author Dorothy Parker sent a telegram to newspaper
columnist Robert Benchley that read: “You come right over
here and explain why they are having another year”

Parker’s exasperation at having to face yet another year
might resonate with justice-seekers today, as we reflect on the
spectacle in our politics that was 2023 and contemplate a pres-
idential election cycle ahead of us that promises to be as ex-
hausting as it will be consequential.

The exhaustion stems from the fact that we care, that we
believe people of faith and goodwill can come together to affect
positive change in federal policy. We believe this can have im-
mediate and long-term impacts in building the common good.
And this commitment to the common good also helps us to see
clearly that we have a couple of stark choices before us this year
as to how we proceed.

First, and most consequentially, is the choice of future di-
rection for this country. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. framed
this choice very aptly in the title of his final book: “Where Do
We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?”

In 2023, we saw elected officials choose chaos over commu-
nity time and again. This came in the form of proposed slashes
to human needs programs that would have harmed millions of
people. It came in the willingness to shut down the functioning
of the federal government to meet extremist demands. It came
in arbitrarily removing the Speaker of the House for reaching a
deal to avert a government shutdown, and then filling the post
with a 2020 election denier whose views on Christianity and
government make him, by definition, a Christian nationalist.
And in the shadows of this chaos, we have a former U.S. presi-
dent promising to use the power of the government to punish
his political enemies should he be returned to power next year.

Robert Reich points out that this chaos serves a purpose,
“to persuade the rest of America that the nation is ungovern-
able as a democracy and therefore in need of an authoritarian
strongman.” This issue of Connection includes the 2023 Voting
Record, which reflects the sad fruits of this chaos and systemic
breakdown: a Congress that has passed few bills and delivered
very little for us, the people.

In sharp contrast to this grim spectacle is the
MaryJ.Novak choice of the common good, of investing in a future

for this country that values every person and every
community, a choice in which all of us have what we need to
flourish and reach our potential. This is the vision of Catholic
Social Teaching and the aim of NETWORK’s policy agenda and
advocacy work. It is a society that believes, as Pope Francis said
last year, in “todos todos todos!” — the inclusion and participa-
tion of everyone, not just a wealthy and privileged few.

The second consequential choice that awaits us in 2024 is
the choice to show up and choose solidarity. This can be more
challenging than it sounds for many people of goodwill. The
chaos on display in our politics and in our society today is in-
tended to exhaust us, to tempt us into thinking all options are
equally bad and there is no point in working for something bet-

Let us approach this year grounded in the
conviction that we can overcome this threat to
our freedom and participatory democracy.

ter. In the most recent installment of NETWORK’s “White Su-
premacy and American Christianity” webinar, we explored the
cost of the choice to do nothing: the election of people at every
level of government who are committed to dismantling our de-
mocracy and eliminating the possibility of a just and equitable
political system.

But, as we have seen many times in recent elections, when
people actually show up and exercise their citizen power,
this outcome is far from inevitable. Let us approach this year
grounded in the conviction that we can overcome this threat
to our freedom and participatory democracy. With the Spirit,
whose fruits include joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
gentleness and faithfulness, we can prevail. Let us all show up
and choose solidarity over chaos.

Joan F. Neal is NETWORK’s Deputy Executive Director
and Chief Equity Officer. Mary J. Novak is NETWORK’s
Executive Director.
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| quotables |

Notable Quotables

What justice-seekers have been saying this quarter

“[TThe most effective
Solvtions will not come from
individval efforts alone, but
above all from m?)'or political
decigions on the national and
international level.”

—~Pope Francis in Laudate Deum, his new letter
on care for the environment, published Oct. 4

“The pandemic. made it
clear that Pox/ev‘h,

IS a cavée of

“For months, we ¢aid

that record Proﬁ’r; mean

record contracts. And

VAW family, owr Stand Up

Strike has delivered.

—United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain
on Oct. 26, when union members reached a
tentative agreement with Ford Motor to lift
most employees’ pay above $40/hour

“We who are here today ¢tand +05§+her,
3¢ a community of faith, alcmoné‘l'ra‘hng_ vnity in

“Have we become <o
desensihzed bl1 the

lanzvaze we hear on

mo?i é:wé raPor’rQ that
demonizes migran‘l'c as
Parf of a ‘;urgp’ or ‘crigig’
that we forgp‘f that
these individvals are the
cherished parents,
children, aunts or
vncles, nieces

premature our belief that owr System of governance can or nephews,
death, and work in a healthier manner than what we are ganalohilal
PoVeV‘h’ ts cxperionoin 5 and friends

a Produo‘f‘ of
Poliw] decigions.
Thus, we call it
‘Poliw’ murder.”

—~Mary Danhauer, retired nurse practitioner
and member of NETWORK Kentucky Advocates
Team, at the Louisville “Rally for a Better Federal
Budget”on Oct. 4

“So many People have
forgg‘f’f‘en abovt the Sovth
or Say there can be no
&hangp there. ... We
represent a new South,
one that affirmg human
c“gﬂi‘h?, humanity and ovr
connection to each other.

—Tennessee State Rep. Justin Jones at a forum
for Black journalists and students, Nov. 15
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—Rev. Jimmie R. Hawkins, director of the Office of Public Witness of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), at the Nov. 15 Interfaith Press Conference
Opposing a Government Shutdown and Calls for a Faithful Budget

“Thig ial6010511 of
white Chrigtian nahonaligm
is an intersectional threat,
a congistent ethic of
hatred. ... It [does] not
Simply benefit white
people, but the righ‘f‘ kind
of white Pcople."

—Fr. Bryan Massingale at NETWORK'’s Oct.

21 event, White Supremacy and American

Christianity: A Consistent Ethic of Hate
Threatens Our Democracy

of someone?”

—Sr. Eilis McCulloh, HM in
Global Sisters Report on Oct. 6

“The reason that we
averted a shvtdown

was not becavse of the
benevolence of anybody,
not becavse cualalenlq there
was a lizhtbulb that went
off in the heads of the
right-wing, really havd-
righh'F ex'frgc.’mic‘k.,?l’r wag

becavse of People Povver."

—NETWORK Government Relations Director
Ronnate Asirwatham on the Just Politics
podcast, Oct. 9
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Rep. Ayanna Pressley of Massachusetts speaks outside the U.S. Capitol on Dec. 6 as she and Senator Peter Welch of Vermont introduced the Inclusive Democracy Act.

The bill seeks to end felony disenfranchisement, a measure that disproportionately keeps Black and Brown people in the U.S. from voting.

Lessons for Democracy in 2024

Advocates Agree That Voting Remains a Powerful Tool and Act of Engagement

BY DON CLEMMER

ne of the reasons politics seemed so broken in 2023
might have been because so many people separated
the exercise of power from service:

A faction of the U.S. House of Representatives kept
trying — and failing — to make the very functioning
of the government contingent on deep cuts to human
needs programs.

A former president on the campaign trail promised
that a return to power would mean annihilation of his
opponents.

® And at the state level, restrictive voting laws continued to
threaten the participation of all people in a system that
shapes their lives.

It all raises the question of the overall health of democra-
cy in the U.S. and its prospects for weathering the 2024 elec-
tions — in the presidential race, Senate, House, and state-lev-
el contests. Advocates, academics, and leaders in the areas of
faith and politics agree — and shared with NETWORK’s Just
Politics podcast last year — that current threats to democra-
cy require vigilance and action. Action includes rooting out

(continued on page 6)
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Rep. Jim Clyburn

Christian nationalism, opposing voter suppression,
forging broader political alliances to work common
problems, and showing up to vote.

The Place of Faith in Politics

“This is much bigger than just elections,” says Dr. Ra-
chel Kleinfeld, senior fellow in Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace’s Democracy, Conflict, and
Governance Program, who notes that the world has
witnessed a global decline in democracy for the past
17 years. In consolidated democracies like the U.S.
and Brazil, this has occurred because people elect
populist, authoritarian leaders. “Just beating those
leaders doesn’t mean that democracy is restored.”

“The threat has always persisted. The tools that
are used each election cycle sometimes change, or
sometimes they just get scaled in some way or an-
other,” says Celina Stewart, chief counsel and senior
director of advocacy and litigation for the League of
Women Voters, of the particular threat of voter sup-
pression. “Voting rights is really about empowering
people to engage in their community, to have a voice
in selecting the person or the group of people who
will represent their interests.”

“When we start suppressing votes, and we start
suppressing knowledge, we're heading down a very
dark road,” says Sr. Anita Baird, DHM, a member of
NETWORK’s board. “As a church, we have failed to
speak out on many of these issues.”

As the threat of Christian nationalism has grown
more visible in U.S. politics in recent years, NET-
WORK has vocally denounced the movement, as have
other religious groups. The Baptist Joint Committee
for Religious Liberty (BJC) is one of them.

“Christian nationalism takes that Gospel of love
and perverts it into this false idol of power’ says
Amanda Tyler, BJC’s executive director. She says it’s
incumbent on Christians to call out where public as-
sertions of Christian identity stray from the teachings
of Jesus.

She adds, “When we look around at all the injus-
tice in the world today, we desperately need, I think, that
authentic Christian witness to try to call us to live in a
more just and equitable place”

Rep. Jim Clyburn of South Carolina, assistant
leader of the House Democratic Caucus, has a similar

6 Connection First Quarter 2024

“Voting rights is really about
empowering people to engage
in their community, to have a
voice in selecting the person or
the group of people who will
represent their interests”

CELINA STEWART

response to colleagues who separate their Christian
identity from concrete service.

“T ask them: Show me what you mean. Don't tell
me what you mean. Show me,” he says, citing from
James 2:16 that one cannot say “Go in peace; keep
warm and well fed” and do nothing to help someone.
“You have to feed them. You have to clothe them. Be-
cause faith without works is dead”

In the face of chaos spurred by Christian nation-
alism in the body he has served for over 30 years, Cly-
burn says he has begun reaching out to members of
different factions within his own party, recognizing
that they “need to demonstrate some leadership in the
very near future to make sure this country doesn’t to
go over the edge”

Inaction Is Not an Option

“We need democracy to deliver more for people who
have been left out,” says Kleinfeld. And in bridging
that connection, she sees Catholics as having a spe-
cial role. “Almost every other religious group is on one
side of the aisle or the other. It’s really quite stunning.
Catholics are the only group that are pretty evenly di-
vided in Republicans and Democrats.”

Kleinfeld advises, “What you need to start doing
is both talking to people on the other side but then
working with people on the other side on things you
find you agree on. And this is really important, be-
cause finding those instances of agreement requires
some deep conversation. It also requires constructive
engagement with the system. ... It can show people
that the government can work. It can show people the



humanity of the other side. And ideally it eventually moves into
more political change”

Rep. Clyburn says that fixing its own faults is something
that makes America great.

“COVID-19 exposed some faults in our system that needed
to be repaired,” he notes. And that inspired him to bring togeth-
er Members of Congress from rural districts to get access to
broadband included in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The
result was a $65 billion investment to make high-speed internet
available to all people in the U.S.

Baird agrees that promoting policy that affords people
what they need to participate more fully in society amounts
to “strengthening the foundation of our democracy;,” which
gives future generations a better chance to realize the dream
Dr. King talked about.

“We're called to be in the political marketplace and to speak
truth to power and to do it within the context of the Gospel and
the social teachings,” she says. One failing Baird laments is how
the racial divide in the U.S. makes it much harder for people to
find solidarity with one another.

“We're called to be in the political
marketplace and to speak truth
to power and to do it within the

context of the Gospel and the
social teachings!”

SR. ANITA BAIRD, DHM

“If 'm white and poor in America, I don’t see what I have
in common with poor people of color in America,” she notes.
“But you have more in common with poor people of color than
you have with the wealthy — that you have nothing in common
except the color of your skin!”

Baird recalls that, when Dr. King called for a poor peo-
ple’s campaign, that's when people got upset. “When he start-
ed talking about bringing people together from every differ-
ent background,” she says, “that became a threat to the power
structure.”

Stewart of the League of Women Voters affirms the value of
getting engaged: “So often in my interactions with people, they
don’t always recognize how important their perspective is. They

Sr. Eilis McCulloh, HM, Joan F. Neal, and Colin Martinez
Longmore interviewed a range of democracy advocates
and experts for Season 3 of the Just Politics podcast,
produced in collaboration between NETWORK and U.S.
Catholic magazine.

To hear more from the conversations encapsulated in this
article, visit uscatholic.org/justpolitics. To learn more,
visit networklobby.org/just-politics-podcast/.

think everyone may feel that way, they dont know the value
that it brings. And every voice, collectively, has so much power”

Baird says that — especially as a Black woman — she strug-
gles with people who say they are so demoralized by U.S. poli-
tics that they aren’t going to.

“Things do change. It may not change as quickly as we want
or in the exact way that we want,” she says, but, “people died for
the simple right to vote”

Stewart asserts that who we elect matters: “Those are now
people who make decisions on behalf of your family, on be-
half of your life, your access, your ability to move and have
potential services around the country,” she says. “And so it’s a
really big deal, not only election day, but the impact of who's
elected”

Kleinfeld says some people are resistant to holding onto a
system that seems to be broken, but she cautions, “There’s not
been a better system for peacefully changing power, peace-
tully choosing leaders who represent you. And that’s a lot to
throw out”

“Perhaps we have to go through this to realize how fragile
democracy is, but what a gift it is,” says Baird. “I think we have
to understand the power of the vote, the power of people com-
ing together”

First Quarter 2024 Connection 7



Legislative Review of 2023

One of the Most Dysfunctional, Unproductive Congresses of Modern Times

ollowing the 2022 midterm elections, 2023 brought “di-
F vided government” to Washington, DC as Republicans

took control of the U.S. House of Representatives, while
the Presidency and U.S. Senate remained under Democratic
control.

Policymaking is always more difficult with a divided gov-
ernment, because success is achieved only through compro-
mise. The federal system by design encourages deal-making
and compromise, half-measures, and rare bipartisan achieve-
ments. The reactive nature of the federal system often frus-
trates those seeking revolutionary change.

The first session of the 118" Congress stands out as a year
of abject legislative failure. It was a year of squandered oppor-
tunity, petty infighting, and deep frustration. The blame for
this lack of progress lies directly at the feet of the House Re-
publican Caucus and, by extension, former President Trump.

It is no secret the two major parties have competing vi-
sions on key policy issues. The key distinction between the
parties is generally informed by what they believe to be the
proper role of the federal government. These differences have
a profound impact on the lives of vulnerable people and the
earth, our common home.

NETWORK’s Build Anew agenda requires an active fed-
eral government to address the social sins of the day: a broken,
inhumane immigration and asylum system, shocking levels of
wealth inequality and an ever-growing wage gap, increasing
levels of child poverty, destruction of our planet, and more.
NETWORK, in Washington and through the actions of our
members back home, plays a critical role in bridging the di-
vides to build support for core policy initiatives informed by
Catholic Social teaching.

Why does this session stand out as being particularly
troublesome? The design of the federal system remains the
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same; however, the norms of the system — civility and good-
will at minimum to members of one’s own party — have van-
ished. The problem did not start this year; rather, institution-
al norms have slowly eroded dating back to the speakership
of Newt Gingrich and the government shutdowns of 1995
and 1996. The Trump administration accelerated this decay
in Washington leading directly to the insurrection of January
6 and an attempted overthrow of the 2020 election.

The schism in the Republican party is most apparent in
the House of Representatives and exists between two dis-
tinct factions: institutionalists, a quickly shrinking number
of Members who respect traditional norms and recognize the
need to compromise, and radicals, those who view compro-
mise as capitulation and weakness and act with little regard
for the institution or their fellow Republicans.

Tension between the two factions has been on display in
the House since the beginning of the term. This first became
apparent during the nomination of Rep. Kevin McCarthy for
Speaker of the House. A group of hardline House Republicans
blocked McCarthy from securing the speakership to extract a
series of policy concessions to their radical agenda. McCar-
thy won the speakership after 15 humiliating votes. The nom-
ination debate foreshadowed the tumult that was McCarthy’s
short tenure as Speaker.

It is critical to note that Senate Republicans, led by Mi-
nority Leader Mitch McConnell, have largely rejected chaos,
opting instead to work in collaboration with Senate Demo-
crats to achieve mutual policy objectives. As 2023 came to a
close, it was sadly apparent that a core issue that intersects
both House and Senate Republicans’ agenda is a strong desire
to end the U.S. asylum system and “build the wall”

The radical nature of House Republican conservatives —
in policy and political norms — is nothing less than shock-




ing. Action on key policy initiatives grounded to a halt ex-
cept for must-pass legislation — lifting the debt ceiling and
passing two continuing resolutions to keep our government
operational. Each bill moved forward only after House Re-
publicans attempted to use the deadlines to significantly
alter core human needs programs for struggling families.
Then, after failing to develop a consensus among their cau-
cus, the government was kept afloat due to support of House
Democrats under the leadership of House Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries.

Cuts to poverty programs are being
heralded by House conservatives as
necessary austerity measures. The great irony
is that the same House conservatives
proposing to take food from babies are
poised to spend billions of dollars for more
tax cuts for the wealthy and corporations on
top of the $2 trillion spent under President
Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act passed in 2017.

Then-Speaker McCarthy lost his speakership as a direct
result of passing a bipartisan continuing resolution with the
support of Democrats in September. Compromise is the en-
emy for House conservatives, regardless of the chaos that
would result from policy failure. Chaos is a key tactic and de-
sired outcome.

It is worth noting that these radical members are work-
ing very closely with former President Trump in the lead-up
to the 2024 election. Many are on record as election deniers
and supporters of the insurrection. The former president
urged these House Republicans to replace McCarthy in Sep-
tember. He rejected several candidates for Speaker to re-
place McCarthy, ultimately praising the nomination of ally
Rep. Mike Johnson. It bears remembering that now-Speaker
Johnson led the effort in the House to reverse Trump’s 2020
election loss.

The first session of a new Congress is typically time when
work gets done before the election cycle begins. Unlike previ-
ous congressional terms, the 2024 elections have been front

and center in the House from day one. House legislative ef-
forts have relentlessly attacked immigrants and U.S. asylum
laws, voting rights, and the LGBTQ+ community.

There have been calls for book bans and ending diversi-
ty initiatives, attacks on the Internal Revenue Service as they
actively work to ensure wealthy taxpayers pay their taxes, and
drastic cuts on all key anti-poverty programs including WIC,
SNAP, healthcare, Social Security, Title One school funding,
housing vouchers, and so much more. House Republicans also
started formal impeachment processes for both Department
of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas and
President Biden.

The House Agriculture bill provides a great example of
the harsh austerity measures radical House members are seek-
ing. After successfully making it harder for older Americans
to receive SNAP in the new debt ceiling law, key provisions
of the Agriculture bill were nothing less than a frontal attack
on communities living with high rates of poverty. The bill had
cruel cuts in funding to prevent hunger and food insecurity
including hallowing out key programs for fresh fruits and veg-
etables for children.

Shockingly, the bill would eviscerate long-standing bi-
partisan support for the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) at a time
of great need. A lack of funding means waiting lists, poorer
health outcomes, and other hardships for new families and
their babies.

Cuts to poverty programs are being heralded by House
conservatives as necessary austerity measures. The great irony
is that the same House conservatives proposing to take food
from babies are poised to spend billions of dollars for more tax
cuts for the wealthy and corporations on top of the $2 trillion
spent under President Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act passed
in 2017.

As the year ends, Congress, due to inaction in the House,
has pushed all decisions on major legislation into 2024, mak-
ing this the most non-productive, dysfunctional Congress
in the modern era. The House of Representatives completely
failed in their responsibility to the American people. As al-
ways, the high cost of inaction falls hardest on the most vul-
nerable among us.

Laura Peralta-Schulte is NETWORK's Senior
Director of Public Policy and Government
Relations.
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This joint resolution disapproves the District of Columbia’s
Council approval of the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022.
The Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022 (RCCA) is the prod-
uct of 16 years of research, an expert commission, 51 public
meetings, extensive public feedback, and robust negotiation.
The RCCA is a comprehensive revision of D.Cs 122-year-old
criminal code aimed primarily at modernization, including a
few significant reforms.

Passed 81-14, March 8, 2023; enacted March 20
as Public Law No: 118-1

This bill enacted a compromise reached by House Republicans
and President Biden to avert an impending fiscal crisis relat-
ed to the statutory debt limit. In exchange for the continued
solvency of the federal government sought by Democrats, Re-
publicans secured across-the-board cuts to federal spending,
ending Biden’s suspension of student loan repayments, adding
new work requirements for SNAP and TANE reinstituting the
statutory debt limit after the 2024 elections, and more.

Passed 63-36, June 1, 2023; enacted June 3
as Public Law No: 118-5

The continuing resolution (CR) prevented an October 2023
government shutdown, providing government funding through
November 17, 2023. It also provided emergency funding for
disaster relief and extended several immigration-related pro-
grams. It extended several expiring programs and authorities af-
fecting many of our organizational priority areas, including the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC), several Federal Aviation Administration
programs, Federal Drug Administration user fees for animal
drug applications, and several public health and hunger reme-
diation programs.

Passed 88-9 on September 30, 2023; enacted September 30
as Public Law No: 118-15

10
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With a “laddered approach” to funding expiration dates in 2024
spearheaded by Speaker Johnson to avoid a second govern-
ment shutdown, this legislation provides continuing funding
for federal agencies. The act also extends several expiring pro-
grams and authorities, including programs authorized by the
2018 Farm Bill and several public health programs. The first
deadline is Jan. 19, 2024, when funding for agencies covered by
the Agriculture, Energy-Water, Military Construction-VA and
Transportation-HUD bill expire. Funding for all other agen-
cies expires Feb. 2, 2024.

Passed 87-11 November 15, 2023; enacted on November 16
and became Public Law No: 118-22

ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Despite the lack of accomplishments in Congress in 2023,
NETWORK’s Build Anew agenda still made progress — on the
strength of the Biden administration’s steady efforts to use its
executive and regulatory authority to protect our nation’s most
vulnerable communities. Here are a few examples:

e Lifting families out of poverty. NETWORK voiced its support
to proposed regulations to
— Extend access to overtime pay to hundreds of thousands of
workers in low-paying jobs
- Demand minimum staffing levels in Medicaid and Medi-
care-funded nursing homes to make them safer for residents
and workers alike.

® Humane immigration policies. Other Biden administra-
tion regulatory efforts
— Overturned malicious Trump regulations that punished im-
migrants for accepting federal benefits to which they were
legally entitled
— Will guarantee protections for farmworkers and other tem-
porary foreign workers with H-1 and 2 visas.

e Advancing environmental justice. The Administration tack-
led environmental wrongs that especially harm Black,
Brown, Native American and other struggling communi-
ties, with actions to

— Reduce children’s lead exposure

— Again reversing terrible Trump era rules, limit mercury pollu-
tion that especially harms pregnant individuals

— Remove copper and lead from drinking water.

® Economic security for vulnerable people. Other 2023 Ad-
ministration executive actions will
- Expand student debt relief
— Curtail junk fees in health, banking, and travel
— Reduce prescription drug prices.
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118" Congress — 1 Session

Disapproval Resolution of the
District of Columbia Council
Action in Approving the Revised
Criminal Code Act of 2022
NETWORK Position: Nay

Fiscal Responsibility Act (Debt
Ceiling)
NETWORK Position: Yea

Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act
NETWORK Position: Yea

Further Continuing
Appropriations and Other
Extensions Act

NETWORK Position: Yea
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+ voted with NETWORK
- voted against NETWORK

o did not vote and not
reflected in the
Member's score

| inactive/not in office

* Member didn't serve full term

CA: Member died on September 29, 2023.
Gov. Newsom appointed Laphonza Butler
as replacment on October 1, 2023.

NE: Member resigned from office on
January 8, 2023. Gov. Pillen appointed Pete
Ricketts as replacement on January 12.
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HOUSE VOTES

Disapproval Resolution of the District of Columbia
Council Action in Approving the Revised Criminal
Code Act (H.J. Resolution 26) — Vote #119

This joint resolution disapproves the District of Columbia’s Council
approval of the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022 (RCAA). The
RCCA is the product of years of research, an expert commission,
public meetings, extensive public feedback, and robust negotiation.
It is a comprehensive revision of D.Cls 122-year-old criminal code
aimed primarily at modernization.

Passed 250-173, February 9; enacted March 20 as Public Law No: 118-1

Secure the Border Act (H.R.2) -
2 Vote #209

This bill would have made significant changes to asylum law, in-
cluding imposing limits on asylum eligibility and requiring em-
ployers to use an electronic system to verify the employment eli-
gibility of new employees. H.R. 2 separates families at the border
and would hold unaccompanied children in jail-like conditions.
It criminalizes immigrant children and their families, and harms
faith-based organizations by restricting their ability to serve.
Failed 219-213, September 29 (in original CR attempt, associated

to H.R.1163 - Protecting Taxpayers and Victims of Unemployment
Fraud Act by H.R.383)

Fiscal Responsibility Act (H.R.3726) -
3 Vote #243

This bill enacted a compromise reached by House Republicans
and President Biden to avert a fiscal crisis related to the statutory
debt limit. In exchange for the continued solvency of the federal
government, Republicans secured across-the-board cuts to federal
spending, ending Biden’s suspension of student loan repayments,
adding new work requirements for SNAP and TANE reinstituting
the statutory debt limit after the 2024 elections, and more.

Passed 314-117, May 31; enacted June 3 as Public Law No: 118-5

Department of Homeland Security Appropriations
Act (H.R.4367) - Vote #505

Appropriations for the Department of Homeland Security for the
fiscal year 2024 would provide $62.8 billion in base discretion-
ary funds, which is $2.1 billion more than 2023. This bill would
eliminate temporary fixes to asylum programs, increase patrols,
detentions, and deportations across the US-Mexico border, as
well as mandatory GPS monitoring of immigrants. It resurrects
construction of the failed border wall, slashes funding for human-
itarian programs and the Family Reunification Task Force, and
removes oversight for immigrant detention facilities. The bill also
defunds all diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts within DHS and
rejects funding for emergency shelters and processing centers.
Passed 220-208, September 28

12
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Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
5 Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act (H.R.4368) — Vote #507

Appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs for fiscal
year 2024. The bill would have cut domestic spending to levels
well below the Fiscal Responsibility Act (FRA) agreement and
endangered critical services for the American people. It would
have drastically cut funding for WIC, preventing women, in-
fants, and children from receiving the nutrition they need. It
would have threatened the health and safety of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and Intersex Americans, and
allowed discrimination against same-sex married partners. It
would have hindered climate change clean energy and efficiency
initiatives, especially in rural areas. And finally, it would have
prevented the Administration from promoting diversity, equity,
and inclusion programs.

Failed 191-237, September 28

Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions
Act (H.R.5860) — Vote #513

The continuing resolution (CR) prevented an October 2023 gov-
ernment shutdown, providing government funding through No-
vember 17, 2023. It also provided emergency funding for disaster
relief and extended several immigration-related programs. It ex-
tended several expiring programs and authorities affecting many
of our organizational priority areas, including the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC), several Federal Aviation Administration programs, Fed-
eral Drug Administration user fees for animal drug applications,
and several public health and hunger remediation programs.
Passed 335-91, September 30; enacted September 30 as Public Law
No: 118-15

Extensions Act (H.R.6363) — Vote #658

With a “laddered approach” to funding expiration dates in 2024
spearheaded by Speaker Johnson to avoid a second government
shutdown, this legislation provides continuing funding for fed-
eral agencies. The act also extends several expiring programs
and authorities, including programs authorized by the 2018
Farm Bill and several public health programs. The first funding
deadline is Jan. 19, 2024, when funding for agencies covered by
the Agriculture, Energy-Water, Military Construction-VA and
Transportation-HUD bills expire. Funding for all other agencies
expires Feb. 2, 2024.

Passed 336-95, November 14; enacted November 16 as Public Law
No: 118-22

Further Continuing Appropriations and Other
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HOUSE VOTES SCORED

118" Congress — 1 Session

Disapproval Resolution of the District of Columbia Council Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act
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Further Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act
7 NETWORK Position: Yea
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Gonzalez, Vicente (D)

Gooden (R)
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The Ripple of One Person’s Vote

Contribute to the Love That Saves the World

aiting in line outside a school gymnasium in the
Wearly morning hours. Feeling the chill of Novem-

ber in the air. Greeting the poll workers. Making
selections on an electronic menu screen. The experience of
voting is many things, but not too many people would proba-
bly think of it as helping us to grow in holiness. But listening
closely to Pope Francis, it’s clear that this election year offers
yet another opportunity for many people to journey closer to
the God who loves and saves the world.

In his 2018 letter on the call to holiness, Gaudate Et Ex-
sultate (“Rejoice and Be Glad”), Pope Francis waded into
explicitly political waters when he cautioned against limit-
ing one’s political concern and advocacy to just one or two
issues, as so many Catholics tend to do in the U.S. “Equally
sacred,” he affirmed, are the lives of people in poverty and
all who are rejected and discarded by society. “We cannot
uphold an ideal of holiness that would ignore injustice in the
world,” he wrote.

That same year, the Vaticans doctrine office also pub-
lished a document on “certain aspects of Christian salvation.”
This document rejects “individualistic and merely interior
visions of salvation” as being against the “economy through
which God willed to save the human person.” This means
people must journey beyond themselves, out into the world,
to participate in the grace of the salvation story that culmi-
nates when “each person will be judged on the concreteness
of his or her love” (Placuit Deo #13)

This too is political.

Voting is concrete. It is an act. It is a choice. It’s an im-
perfect choice, because often voters are not faced with spe-
cific policy proposals but with individual office-seekers who
may be better on certain issues than others and whose per-
formance once they are elected can be quite unpredictable.
Will they advocate for people on the margins? Are they able
to be bought by wealthy corporate interests? Do they take
the weight of responsibility of their office seriously? The an-
swers to these questions can and do produce wildly different
outcomes.

But what remains is this: In the act of voting, a person
creates a small ripple in the social fabric, a ripple that may
end up part of a larger current or movement that impacts the
lives of millions of other people. This can be used for good
or ill.

Using one's vote for ill often means voting as a means of
lashing out against people or groups of people whom voters
have been told to fear. Very often this means migrants and oth-
er people struggling to survive on the peripheries of society.

In the act of voting, a person creates
a small ripple in the social fabric, a
ripple that may end up part of a larger
current or movement that impacts the
lives of millions of other people.
This can be used for good or ill.

The act of voting may take only an instant, but the harm
inflicted by bad immigration policy compounds over years.
It is felt in the lives of families and children who might never
recover from the devastation they experience.

Even more could be said about the pain intentionally in-
flicted on Black and Brown communities by the stoking of
Christian nationalist and white supremacist narratives. What
does it mean for this country that so many neighbors chose
to vote in this way?

But the opposite is also possible. A person can use their
vote to build up rather than tear down, to show welcome
rather than hostility, to contribute to love rather than hate.
And in an election year that looks to be decided by a small
number of people in a few states and localities, the choice of
one person to choose solidarity, to make their vote an act of
love, is as consequential as it’s ever been. It might just play a
part in saving the world.

Sr. Erin Zubal, OSU, is NETWORK’s
Chief of Staff.
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Calls for a moral budget

In the fall of 2023, NETWORK Advocates
called on Congress repeatedly to keep their
promise to pass a moral budget that protects
vital human needs programs, including those
that provide food, healthcare, and housing.

Above: On Oct. 2, advocates and service providers gathered in Louisville, Kentucky for a rally. NETWORK's Sr. Emily TeKolste, SP, and Sr. Eilis McCulloh, HM, joined David
Dutschke, former director of Parish Social Ministry and Housing Development at Catholic Charities of Louisville; George Eklund of Coalition for the Homeless; former State
Rep. Attica Scott of Forward Justice Action Network; Rev. Angela Johnson of Grace Hope Presbyterian Church; Mary Danhauer of NETWORK's Kentucky Advocates Team; and
the Ursuline Sisters of Louisville in highlighting the harmful impacts a government shutdown would have on Black and Brown communities.

Church and Bridget Moix of the Friends Committee on National

. Below: Rev. Camille Henderson Edwards of the United Methodist
ﬁ lv' ' Legislation also spoke at the Nov. 15 event.

SLOVETHY
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When you envision how our country can promote justice and dignity
for all of the next 40, 50, or 100 years...

What do you hope it will look like?

You may not realize the game-changing impact that
“planned gifts” can have for the future of our justice move-
ment—but making a plan today can make an enormous
difference for what we can achieve decades from now.

By investing in our justice movement with “planned
gifts”— made through a will, trust, life insurance plan,
retirement plan or other vehicle — you can help fu-
ture generations fulfill our radical dreams for justice.

Creating a legacy of justice with NETWORK continues
the generosity you have shown during your lifetime, and
makes a substantial, enduring contribution to the causes
that are close to your heart. A legacy gift also helps en-
sure the stability of NETWORK’s future and the continua-
tion of our long-term efforts toward justice for the gener-
ations of justice seekers to come.

Join our Bread and Roses Society by including
NETWORK as a beneficiary in your will, trust, retire-
ment plan, or other form of planned giving.

I'm available if you have any questions or to help with
your reflection and planning for the future. Asking for
information does not obligate you to make a gift, and |
will hold your inquiry in confidence. You may also visit
www.networklobby.org/plannedgiving for more in-
formation. Thank you for joining us in envisioning—and
acting for—a just society.

Maggie Brevig is NETWORK’s Development
Director. You can reach Maggie at 202-601-7864
or mbrevig@networklobby.org.
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