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Where Do We Go Now?

From Sadness and Fear to Community and Hope

t has always been true in our country — and reflected

in our experience at NETWORK — that our greatest

strength is in our communities, especially our grass-
roots friends, neighbors, and families. We were inspired
and overwhelmed with gratitude at every stop of the Nuns on
the Bus & Friends “Vote Our Future” tour last fall, with the good
people and the good work we encountered along the way.

In the wake of the outcome of the recent federal election,
we now know these neighborhoods, parishes, local service
agencies, and mutual aid networks will be even more import-
ant in the years ahead. The incoming administration’s agenda
will likely prove disastrous for many of the places we visited.
They have promised to slash funding for communities who rely
on federal housing, food, and health care programs. The presi-
dent-elect promised mass deportations of our neighbors, violent
repression of our Constitutional freedom to protest, retribution
against political opponents, and so much more. This agenda
threatens to destroy rather than support our communities.

For many people this is the cause of great fear, grief, dis-
appointment, and even anger. Sadly, Catholics played a conse-
quential role in the outcome of the Presidential election. Exit
polls reported that, despite Catholic teaching and Gospel val-
ues, 61% of white Catholics voted for Donald Trump and 58%
of all Catholics voted for him, an increase in Catholic support
compared to 2020, when 50% of Catholics voted for him. This
support carried him to victory. On the other hand, according to
a National Catholic Reporter poll in seven battleground states,
nearly 7 out of 10 Hispanic Catholics and more than 80% of
Black Catholics supported Kamala Harris.

Beneath these numbers lie deep-seated beliefs and attitudes.
In the PRRI American Values survey, 61% of white Catholics
canvassed agreed that “immigrants should be kept in armed
camps,” a view that directly contradicts the Catholic teaching
about welcoming our immigrant neighbors. This is a systematic
failure of catechesis when so many purported followers of Jesus
are unable to look beyond a small handful of wedge issues to
see how their views and their vote are disconnected from the
common good and our shared humanity.

We justice-seekers have some choices to make. We can sur-
render, or we can speak out and resist every attempt to curtail
our freedoms, deepen our country’s corrosive wealth gap, push

Joan F. Neal

people to the margins of our society or out of our country
altogether, and demonize anyone who disagrees.

We can use our vote, our voice, our values, and our
agency to defend our inclusive community, our way of
governing ourselves, our principles, our respect for truth and
the integrity of our faith, the dignity of all people, and the
sacredness of creation. We can be the change we want to see
in our neighborhoods, our country, and our communities of
faith. But it will take affirmative and consistent resistance to
do it.

At NETWORK, we will be joining our coalition partners
— faith-based and secular — to stop bad federal legislation and
to support positive policies wherever possible. We will mobilize
our grassroots members and supporters to lobby their Con-
gressional Representatives and Senators to pass legislation that
promotes the common good. We will call out nefarious tactics
and promote opportunities for good legislation to pass. We will
hold our elected officials accountable at every opportunity.

What we need is to gather our collective courage and move
forward, in community, toward the future we all want. As peo-
ple of faith, we must reactivate our call to civic discipleship — to
join in partnership with our brothers and sisters and continue
with fervor our quest to protect, preserve, and promote our de-
mocracy and the freedoms that only democracy affords its peo-
ple. Now is a time for unity and affirmative resistance.

But this sort of work requires hope. And there, Pope
Francis has provided us with the perfect opportunity. He has
announced a worldwide Jubilee Year of Hope, beginning De-
cember 24, 2024, and ending January 6, 2026. “[B]y looking to
the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted
vision ... the forthcoming Jubilee ... can contribute greatly to
restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the renewal
and rebirth that we so urgently desire”

We must use hope as our strategy to overcome the sorrow
of today and carry us into the light of tomorrow. As Catholics
and people of faith, we know God has not abandoned us. Even
in the face of the abyss, all things are possible. So join us as we
go forward in hope and faith toward the Beloved Community
and a new day in our country and in the church.

Joan E. Neal is NETWORK's Interim Executive Director.
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Notable Quotables

What justice-seekers have been saying this quarter

“A giné_la alePorf‘aﬁon S ...
@;H’@ orvific if You know
the process. .. When

Wou Say Mmags and milH‘arq
involvement, it% basically to
break up communities and

create chaog.”

— Ronnate Asirwatham, NETWORK

Government Relations Director,
quoted in the Arizona Republic on
Nov. 19

“When we
remember (lod’s
promises fo vs, we can
move from dicmaq o
Par’h’oipaﬁon in Promoﬁng_
Grod’s Jugﬁw in the
world.”

— Joan F. Neal, NETWORK Deputy Executive
Director and Chief Equity Officer in a Nov. 22
written reflection

“Yov are not alone. ...
Together, always, we will
wnﬁ-:uc to Pu;h for Polidc;
that honor aligni%q and
freedom for all people —
no cxocpﬁonc.

— NETWORK’s post-election statement
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“Even in o differences,
we can work +05p+h&r to
serve the common zood.

— Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson of the Children’s
Defense Fund on the Nuns on the Bus & Friends
“Vote Our Future” tour

“What we can do to prepare i< build
. We do not have a choice.

Ovr choice i¢ 1o build.”

— Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez in an Nov. 6 video

posted to Instagram

“Let’s remain hopeful,
stovthearted, courageous,
and +059'H'\or, lock armg,

and 5_@% to work a¢ we
walt on the Lord.

— Sr. Romina Sapinoso, SC, on the Nuns on the
Bus & Friends “Vote Our Future” tour

“We don’t need perfect
Poli*ﬁ&al §l1§‘f‘emg. We need
perfect Parﬁoi?aﬁon."

— Andres Chavez, grandson of Cesar Chavez, on

the Nuns on the Bus & Friends “Vote Our Future”
tour

“Jesvs reminds vg in the
@locpek not to lose ¢izht

of the common gzoo N

— Sr. Deirdre Griffin, $SJ, on the Nuns on the Bus
& Friends “Vote Our Future” tour

“The promise of America
i worth flgh‘ﬁng_ for”
— Rev. Dr. Leslie Copeland-Tune of National

Council of Churches, on the Nuns on the Bus &
Friends “Vote Our Future” tour

“Caring_ for ovrselves, ovr
loved ones, and those
who are most
wulnerable in thig
moment IS ovr
calling. card a¢
followers of Jegus.”

— Rev. Adam Taylor of Sojourners, on the Nuns
on the Bus & Friends “Vote Our Future” tour

“We must avoid

congidering. the church ag
;opara‘l‘e jé;m the poor ag
if the church existed ag

an independent roalih, that
must then care for the

Poor."

— Pope Francis in a Nov. 17 homily

“When the misgion ig
right the odds don™t

matter’

— Rev. Barry Randolph of Church of the Messiah
in Detroit at a Nuns on the Bus & Friends rally



Nuns on the Bus & Friends Tour
Spreads Vision of Thriving and Freedom

and NETWORK staff, visited 20 cities in 11 states over

19 days this past fall for the Nuns on the Bus & Friends
“Vote Our Future” tour. NETWORKs first in-person bus tour
in six years encouraged Catholics and all people of goodwill to
be multi-issue voters, spreading of vision of how the freedoms
enjoyed in a democracy build on each other to create a future
of thriving for all people, without exception.

Launching in Philadelphia on September 30 and con-
cluding in San Francisco on October 18, the tour included
town halls, site visits, rallies, and other community events,
including a visit to the U.S.-Mexico border in Nogales, Ari-
zona, a Nuns on the Bus reunion in Chicago, and encounters
with people across the Northeast, Midwest, and Southwest
engaged in the work of promoting the common good in
their communities.

“This was a faith-filled rallying point for freedom. Over
the course of this tour, we encountered what these freedoms
mean, in the faces of people of different colors, ages and abil-
ities, in cities, suburbs, and rural areas,” said Joan F. Neal,
NETWORK Deputy Executive Director and Chief Equity
Officer, reflecting back on the experience of the tour. “We
also learned how some people in our politics today are de-
termined to take our freedoms away, to discourage us from

Fifteen Catholic Sisters, joined by their secular partners

meeting both the challenges and opportunities before us in
ways that promote justice and equity in our world”

Billed as Nuns on the Bus & Friends, this tour was the
first to include representatives of NETWORK’s interfaith
and secular coalition partners riding the bus along with the
Sisters. The following pages of this issue of Connection re-
count their journey.

Photos: Jacob Schatz, CCR Studios, unless otherwise noted

l .
In New Haven, Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (CT-03) joined local leaders,
advocates, and Nuns on the Bus & Friends for a roundtable discussion at Fair Haven
Community Health Center on October 3. Afterwards, Rep. DeLauro posed outside
with Sisters riding the bus. From left to right: Sr. Robbie Pentecost, OSF, Sr. Catherine
Ferguson, SNJM, Sr. Quincy Howard, OP, Rep. Rosa DeLauro, Sr. Romina Sapinoso, SC,
Sr. Erin McDonald, CSJ, and Sr. Emily TeKolste, SP.

(continued on page 6)
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Bus riders Rev. Dr. Cassandra Gould of Faith in Action and Rev. Dr. Starsky Wllson of Chlldren’s
Defense Fund pose with Congresswoman Rosa Delauro after a site visit with local partners and
advocates at Fair Haven Community Health Center in New Haven on October 3.

Bus rider Sr. Romina Sapinoso, SC speaks about our call to protect our
immigrant neighbors at the “Vote Our Future” Tour kick-off rally, sur-
rounded by fellow speakers and a lively crowd — a vibrant beginning
to the tour!

Bus rider Sr. Quincy
Howard, OP was
among the very
first signers of this
year's bus, alongside
fellow justice-seek-
ers gathered in
" Love Park for the

tour kick-off rally.
The bus eventually
garnered thousands

| of signatures along
the tour.

(above Ieft) Congressman Brendan Boyle (PA-OS) holding a Nuns on the Bus & Friends t-shirt,
and Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon (PA-02) spoke at the Vote Our Future tour kick-off rally in
Philadelphia’s Love Park.

(above right) NETWORK's Deputy Executive Director & Chief Equity Officer Joan F. Neal was first to
speak at the Vote Our Future tour kick-off rally in Philadelphia on September 30.

Bus rider and NETWORK Board chair Sr. Catherine ?”:'_
Ferguson, SNJM, stands proudly at the kick-off

rally in Philadelphia, alongside (from L to R) Mar-

gie Clark and bus riders Sr. Erin McDonald, CSJ

and Kristen Whitney Daniels - all holding “Vote

Our Future” signs.
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(left) One of the tour’s biggest events was October 2 in Brentwood, New (right) At the site visit in Gary, Indiana, on October 7, staff member Airiel gave
York, where Nuns on the Bus & Friends visited with New Hour and the rest bus riders a tour of the Sojourner Truth House, which supports unhoused and
of the community on the CSJ campus. Here, bus riders Rev. Dr. Cassandra at-risk women and children with services like health screenings, a food pantry,
Gould and Sr. Janet Kinney, CSJ meet outside the bus. a welcoming community, and a clothes closet. (PHOTO: Elissa Hackerson)

(left) Bus riders Sarah Christopherson, a tax justice advocate, and Deb-
bie Weinstein of Coalition on Human Needs speak at Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church in Cleveland on October 5. They spoke about how a
just tax system that ensures the wealthy pay their fair share can amply
fund all the things our communities need to thrive.

(middle) Rev. Adam Taylor of Sojourners speaks at the Rally to Vote Our
Future at the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 58
in Detroit.

(right) A young man attends the roundtable held in Allentown, Penn-
sylvania, with Nuns on the Bus & Friends on October 1.

(above) The second leg of the tour began with
a powerful rally at Pittsburgh's historic Free-
dom Corner on October 5, where speakers in-
cluded bus rider Rev. Dr. Leslie Copeland-Tune
of National Council of Churches USA.

(left) To conclude leg two of the Vote Our Future
tour, past Nuns on the Bus reunited in Chicago
on October 9 to offer the bus a blessing.
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(above center) Congressman Chuy Garcia (IL-04) speaks at the Rally to Vote Our Future at El Z6calo in Chica-
go’s historic Pilsen neighborhood on October 9.

(left) The third leg of the “Vote Our Future” tour began at the U.S.-Mexico border in Nogales, Arizona,
on October 13, with a tour by Kino Border Initiative. Here, bus rider Sr. Mumbi Kigutha, CPPS looks out
across the border fence.

(above right) NETWORK's Sr. Eilis McCulloh, HM cools off from a hot day in Phoenix with a sweet treat at La
Flor de Michoacan, an ice cream and paletas shop that hosted a Nuns on the Bus & Friends community event.

(left) Nuns on the Bus & Friends visited Circle
Resource Center in Chicago, where Sr. Alicia Guti-
errez, SH gave riders a presentation on October 8.

(middle) Bus rider and NETWORK Board member
Sr. Alice Gerdeman, CDP enjoys a reflective
moment after visiting Sojourner Truth House in
Gary, IN.

(right) Bus rider Sr. Andrea Koverman, SC learns
about food insecurity in Nevada at the town hall
in Las Vegas on October 14.

(left) Bus rider Sr. Sally Duffy, SC speaks with Detroit
community members about our call to protect our
immigrant neighbors at the Detroit rally on October 6.

(right) Bus rider Sr. Louise Lears, SC speaks at Old St.
Pat’s Chuch in Chicago on October 8.
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Riders on the third leg of the tour have a blast on the bus, on the way to the
St. Francis Center in Redwood City, California.

(left) The bus riders share
a moment of prayer
together outside of Three
Square food bank in Las
Vegas on October 15.

(right) Staff from Kino
Border Initiative gather

at the bus (from L to R):
Sr. Marilt Covani, SP, Sr.
Tracey Horan, SP, Sr. Eileen
Mackenize, FSPA, Diana
Farjado, and Ma. Engracia
Robles Robles, ME.

(above left) The tour concluded on a gor-
geous day with the Golden Gate Bridge as a
backdrop at Marina Green in San Francisco
on October 18, where a lively crowd of all
ages gathered to celebrate the tour and the
call to vote our future. (PHOTO: Don Clemmer)

(above) NETWORK staff Min. Christian S. Wat-
kins and Sr. Emily TeKolste, SP walk through
the Mission District of San Francisco during
the site visit with Mission Action.

(left) Ana Garcia-Ashley of Gamaliel Network holds up the produce she has packaged at
Three Square food bank in Las Vegas..

(middle) NETWORK's Colin Martinez Longmore checks out beautiful mosaics at Mission
Action in San Francisco on October 18.

(right) Sr. Deirdre Griffin, SSJ smiles as she helps to package produce with Three Square
food bank.
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Holding onto Hope

Grounding Ourselves in Encounter and Community is the Way Forward

n a warm, sunny morning in Keene, California, Nuns

on the Bus & Friends riders stood around the graves of

Cesar and Helen Chavez while Andres Chavez (their
grandson) led us in the Prayer of the Farm Worker’s Struggle.
“Show me the suffering of the most miserable, thus I will know
my people’s plight,” Andres prayed and we repeated.

As we begin 2025 and gear up for a new Administration
and a new Congress, I find myself turning back to this prayer
as a source of encouragement amidst the struggle that we will
be up against with the new Trump administration. I also find
myself searching for hope and encouragement to hold onto as
we fight for the rights of so many people.

Nuns on the Bus & Friends was a boost of energy and be-
lief in the power of people who come together in search of the
common good. From coast to coast, we were welcomed into
neighborhoods and communities. We witnessed the resurrec-
tion of a community when meeting with the Resurrected Com-
munity Development Foundation in Allentown, PA; celebrated
liturgy and broke bread with the community in Cleveland at
Blessed Trinity Parish; learned from NETWORK’s Coston Fel-
lows at the Town Hall in Milwaukee, WI; and walked along the
Border with Kino Border Initiative in Nogales, AZ.

No matter where we were, we heard about the struggle
to ensure that all people—no matter their country of origin,
faith tradition, economic status, age, or gender—have what

il

Andres Chavez (far left), grandson of Cesar and Helen Chavez, leads the
Nuns on the Bus & Friends in prayer at his grandparents’grave at the
National Chavez Center in Keene, CA on Oct. 16.
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they need to thrive. We learned about people who saw a need
and did all they could to meet that need in their communities.
Sometimes it included feeding people out of the trunk of their
car; other times it involved launching an internet service pro-
vider to ensure that neighbors had access to the internet.

Everywhere we went, we heard stories about people seeing
aneed and meeting a need. This was the gift of the Bus - to give
us enough hope, joy, and courage to hold onto as we head into
this upcoming year.

As we all know, less than a month after the Bus ended, a
stark reality descended upon us. Our fight for thriving com-
munities, for an Economy for All, will be much more difficult.
Make no mistake: these next four years will be difficult and
filled with challenges. But we cannot let ourselves lose focus.
We cannot let ourselves be swayed by angry rhetoric that at-
tempts to divide us by demonizing so many members of our
communities: immigrants, people of color, members of the
LGBTQ+ community, and those who depend on life-saving
programs like SNAP, WIC, and Medicaid.

These are times that will require us to dig deep, to root
ourselves in our communities across the country, to hold onto
hope and joy, and to continue the fight for equality and justice.
We must work together to create a country where all people are
welcomed; where all people are seen as created in the image of
God; and where all people have what they need to thrive.

As we begin 2025, we may find it easy to think about giv-
ing up hope and to throw in the proverbial towel. We must re-
flect on the words of the Prayer of the Farm Workers’ Struggle,
so that we can “let the spirit flourish and grow so that we will
never tire of the struggle”

For some of us, that means we cannot allow our privileges
of being safe from deportation or discrimination of any kind
lead us into complacency. With a renewed commitment, we
must be led into authentic solidarity with our neighbors, our
communities, our cities, and our country.

Sr. Eilis McCulloh, HM is a Sister of the Humility
of Mary and NETWORK’s Grassroots Education
and Organizing Specialist.



| capitol view |

2024

A Dress Rehearsal for What Comes Next
We Can Still Protect and Advance NETWORK’s Agenda

The 118™ Congress was, as the NETWORK Voting Re-
cord shows, one of the least productive legislative ses-
sions in the modern era. Instead of working for their
constituents, the single most important goal for each chamber
this year was to advance the interest of their party in the No-
vember elections.

The Senate, under the leadership of Senator Chuck Schum-
er, put several bills on the floor meant to inoculate his most vul-
nerable members from election criticism, to no avail. Further, he
split the Democratic caucus by bringing a controversial immi-
gration bill that would gut the U.S. asylum system. In the end, the
most successful Senate effort this term has been to confirm 233
judges nominated by the Biden administration to federal courts.

House Speaker Mike Johnson brought bill after bill to the
House floor that resulted in floor speeches and votes to close
the border to immigrants seeking safety; votes to criminalize
immigrant voting, even as there is no evidence of voting vio-
lations; votes to take away access to health care for transgen-
der people; votes to cut funding for election security, even as
Republican leaders alleged that the vote itself was threatened;
votes to challenge the tax status of non-profits alleged to be
working with terrorists, and so much more.

As House members took to the floor echoing disinforma-
tion, they failed to pass important bills that address the needs
of the American people, such as funding the government for
2025. Yet, in the November elections, they still maintained their
majority by a paper-thin margin. Typically, when a chamber
fails to pass bills that address core needs, they pay a price at the
voting booth. This year was a rare exception.

What can we learn from House action this year that could
be helpful to protect and advance NETWORK’s agenda with
the incoming Administration and Congress?

First, House and Senate leadership will be looking to the
Trump administration for direction. Trump and his allies will
push Members of Congress to get onboard — even with the
most controversial parts of the incoming President’s messaging
and agenda. Their biggest legislative efforts will be passed by
Republican-only bills.

NETWORK will need to focus energy on putting pressure
on members to do the right thing for their districts and the

NETWORK's 2024 VOTING RECORD

The second session of the 118% Congress was very unpro-
ductive, but NETWORK Lobby still made vote recommenda-
tions to lawmakers to advance legislation that promotes our

Catholic Social Justice principles and to stop bills that violate
these principles and our God-given human dignity.

The following pages contain NETWORK's 2024 Voting Record.
Find out how your legislators scored!

country. For example, when the incoming Administration pro-
poses to cut taxes for corporations and billionaires and pay for
it by taking health care and food away from families, we need
to press members to protect their constituents over loyalty to
the President.

Mass deportation of immigrant communities around the
country will present the greatest need for an effective and sus-
tained communications effort. The incoming President con-
vinced too many voters that immigrants are dangerous crim-
inals. We must support our immigrant neighbors and friends
and denounce efforts to violently separate families. We must
speak out in new and creative ways to proclaim that our beloved
co-workers, church members, and friends deserve to be safe in
their homes in this country.

Finally, just as when President Biden came into office with
his party controlling both houses, the incoming GOP trifecta
will roll out their agenda and move aggressively to accomplish
as much of their agenda as possible in the first year. Where we
agree with the new agenda, NETWORK will work with leaders
to fulfill our mission. Where we disagree, we will be strategic
and creative in our advocacy efforts to do justice. We will not
win every fight, but we can — together — do so much to pro-
tect essential programs that allow our communities to grow
and thrive. We can be the light and truth tellers we are called
by faith to be.

Laura Peralta-Schulte is NETWORK's Senior
Director of Public Policy ¢ Government
Relations.
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The bipartisan Child Tax Credit expansion provisions of this bill
focuses on helping children in low-income families now ineligi-
ble for the full credit by making major structural improvements.
On January 31, 2024, the House of Representatives passed the
Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act of 2024 with
overwhelming and rare bipartisan support. The CTC provi-
sions of this bill were a significant step in the right direction.
The bipartisan Child Tax Credit expansion focused on helping
children in low-income families ineligible for the full credit by
making major structural improvements.

Failed Senate on August 1, 2024. Cloture on the motion to proceed
to the measure not invoked in Senate by Yea-Nay Vote, 48-44.

This bill gutted asylum as we now know it. It had provisions to
expel people seeking asylum without screening claims, creating
a new fast track asylum processing system that speeds people to
deportation, prohibiting any review by an immigration judge or
federal court, and lines the pockets of private prison executives
by providing historically high funding levels for immigration
detention and electronic monitoring. The final bill that became
law had the immigration provisions struck out.

In addition to the high cost in human life and suffering, this bill
would exacerbate, not solve, the humanitarian and operational
challenges we face at the border. In short, this new law would
have been an agent of confusion and chaos at the border.

Failed Senate on May 23, 2024. Cloture on the motion to proceed to
the measure not invoked in Senate by Yea-Nay Vote, 43-50.
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(left) Jarrett Smith, NETWORK Senior Government Relations Advocate,
holds a“Vote Our Future”sign during a town hall in Milwaukee on the Nuns
on the Bus & Friends tour on Oct. 7.

(right) Ronnate Asirwatham, NETWORK Government Relations Director,
joins a tour of the National Chavez Center in Keene, CA on Oct. 16, part of
the Nuns on the Bus & Friends “Vote Our Future” tour.

Photos: Jacob Schatz, CCR Studios

"

Laura Peralta-Schulte, NETWORK Senior Director of Government Relations
& Public Policy, addresses the student body of Notre Dame High School

in San Jose, California on Oct. 17, a stop on the Nuns on the Bus & Friends
“Vote Our Future” tour. Photo: Jacob Schatz, CCR Studios




ALABAMA

Britt (R)
Tuberville (R)
ALASKA
Murkowski (R)
Sullivan (R)
ARIZONA

Kelly, Mark (D)
Sinema (1)
ARKANSAS
Boozman (R)
Cotton (R)
CALIFORNIA
Butler (D)
Padilla (D)
COLORADO
Bennet (D)
Hickenlooper (D)
CONNECTICUT
Blumenthal (D)

Murphy, Christopher (D)

DELAWARE
Carper (D)
Coons (D)
FLORIDA
Rubio (R)
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HOUSE VOTES

Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties
on American Hostages Act
(H.R. 9495) — Vote #477

This bill would grant future Presidents (e.g. Trump) new uni-
lateral and unlimited power to terminate the tax-exempt status
of a non-profit organization, including many organizations that
are members of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF), for allegedly giving “material support” to ter-
rorist organizations, without any evidence or rationale, which
would almost definitely effectively terminate that non-profit's
operations.

Passed 219-184, November 21, 2024 (not taken up by the full Senate)

2 Critical Mineral Consistency Act of 2024
(H.R.8446) — Vote #462

While recognizing the need for a stable supply chain for critical
materials, this bill poses serious environmental and justice con-
cerns. By merging the Department of Energy’s (DOE) and U.S.
Geological Surveys (USGS) critical materials lists, H.R.8446
would allow copper mines access to tax credits and expedited
permitting intended for clean energy projects. This would not
only dilute clean energy benefits but also incentivize new mining
with substantial environmental costs, despite recycled copper al-
ready meeting 32% of domestic demand.

Passed 245-155, November 14, 2024 (not taken up by the full Senate)

3 The Violence Against Women by lllegal Aliens Act
(H.R.7909) — Vote #429

Instead of strengthening protections for survivors of violence,
H.R.7909 contributes to the harmful demonization and divisive
stereotyping of immigrant communities. This bill would unnec-
essarily and imprudently increase the likelihood of deportation
of victims by expanding grounds of removability related to do-
mestic violence, stalking, child abuse, child neglect, child aban-
donment, and sexual assault. It also fails to provide exceptions or
waivers, thereby sweeping survivors into their scope and ignor-
ing the best interests of survivors and their children.

Passed 266-158, September 18, 2024 (not taken up by the full Senate)
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Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act
(H.R.7024) — Vote #30

The bipartisan Child Tax Credit expansion provisions of this bill
focuses on helping children in low-income families now ineligi-
ble for the full credit by making major structural improvements.
Passed 357-70 on January 31, 2024 (failed in Senate)

5 Alaska’s Right to Produce Act
(H.R.6285) — Vote #174

This bill provides for oil and gas leases in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). Specifically, the bill nullifies any order
or action by the President or the Department of the Interior that
places a moratorium on, suspends, or otherwise pauses leasing
in ANWR’s 1002 Area. It also ratifies and approves all authori-
zations and permits issued for the establishment and adminis-
tration of the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program. The
Environmental Protection Agency and other applicable federal
departments and agencies must process, reinstate, or continue to
maintain such authorizations and permits.

Passed 214-199, May 1, 2024 (not taken up by the full Senate)
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Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act
NETWORK Position: Nay

118™ Congress — 2" Session

n Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act
NETWORK Position: Yea

B Alaska’s Right to Produce Act
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Critical Mineral Consistency Act of 2024
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The Violence Against Women by lllegal Aliens Act
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